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This is the first of what I hope to be several articles by the Polish researcher Andrzej 
Dziubinski. A group of researchers at the Warsaw University in Poland began publishing 

a biannual journal named the Africana 
Bulletin in 1964 (though the inaugural volume 
was the sole volume in 1964 and it carries the 
year 1967 in parenthesis), 2 & 3 are 1965, 4 & 
5 are 1966, 6 & 7 are 1967 and so on. 

This journal is unique in that the publisher and 
the authors do not have a vested interest in 
promoting a nationalistic point-of-view. 
Writers from Portugal, Spain, France, the 
Netherlands, Morocco, Algeria, and many 
others are often at a disadvantage as being 
unable or unwilling to write on a topic 
objectively. They may write with a 
nationalization-bias - such as highlighting 
Arab influence on Moroccan society as 
beneficent and necessary as the indigenous 
population had not been able to rule the area since the middle of the 16 th century, all the 
while deliberately erasing the Dilaite dynasty that ruled in the mid- to late-17 th century; 
or a rationalistic-bias such as when writers claim that exiles from Hornacho were 
responsible for the rise of the corsair republic in Rabat and Sale when that population had 
no sailing skills or ship-building skills whatsoever and only arrived 20 years after the 
Dutch were established in Sale. They hailed from Extremadura which has no place to 
sail! But promoting a fanciful history becomes useful when pressing claims for financial 
claims against the Spanish government. 

Unfortunately the predominance of biased writing for over a century has become the 
nemesis of scholarly research - the self-fulfilling fallacy. Having such a long history 
appearing in scholarly works, the fallacies are assumed to be fact by most of today’s 
scholars. 

Without an inherent prejudice, the available documents can be reviewed and an 
overlooked trend or situation may come to light - such as this paper which contains the 
first mention I have encountered in thirty years of research in any article or book that 
draws a parallel between the Deep South in antebellum United States with its cotton 
plantations and black slave workforce to Morocco of two centuries earlier with their 
Arab-owned sugar plantations and indigenous (Berber/Amazigh) slave workforce. 

This article supplies the background by which the Dutch became prominent in Sale in the 
early 1590s, a position they maintained for at least three decades. It also provides the 
mechanism by which a person would be appointed the caid of a Kasbah. Both of these are 
integral to the life of Jan Jansen van Haarlem. 

I have retained the footnotes as they appear in the original article and my [comments] are 
thus noted. I have included the diagrams from the original article and have added a 
schematic diagram to illustrate the different sailing vessels mentioned in the article. 

The original article follows, beginning on page 25. 





The Moroccan army and war fleet 

DURING T H E EPOQUE OF THE SULTANS OF THE SAADIAN DYNASTY * 

The Portuguese chronicler Damiao de Gois, who made two stays at the Court of 
Sigismund the Elder, observed that the struggles of the Poles against the Tartars in 
Podolia resembled the fights of the Portuguese with the Moors in Morocco. This 
comparison is only valid for the period of the end of the fifteenth and the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, because there was a regular army on one side and warrior tribes on the 
other. 

From the end of the Marinid dynasty, that is to say from the end of the 14 th century until 
1549 - the date of the reunification of Morocco by the new dynasty of the Chorfa 
Saadiens - the country remained in a state of political division. From 1471 to 1549 power 
in Morocco belonged to the Beni Wattas, a family related to the Merinids. But the 
Wattassid sultans effectively exercised power only in the region of Fez and in the north 
of the country. In this period of political fragmentation, alongside the army of the sultan 
there were still those of certain local chiefs. The Saadians hardly remade the unitary 
military organization; they adopted the tradition of the country and also borrowed 
novelties from the military organization of the Turks and the Spaniards. All successive 
Moroccan dynasties came to power through conquest, which gave the army a privileged 
position. All the successive dynasties held the country in obedience thanks to their 
military force and even the whole internal organization of the State was based on this 
peculiarity that there was no distinction between civil and military administration. The 
caid, who exercised local administrative, fiscal and judicial power, also combined local 
military power. The collection of taxes was carried out under the protection of the army 
and under the threat of using military force. In principle, apart from subordinate office 
workers, each dignitary of the Saadian Makhzen - vizier, secretary of the sultan, mezouar 
- fulfilled a function proper to his dignity in the military hierarchy. It was not a properly 
Saadian system; it already belonged to the Merinido-Wattassid Makhzen [government]. 

It was after 1511 that Cherif Mohammed El-Qalm gave birth to the Saadian army, 
following the action carried out for the holy war against the Portuguese, occupying 
Agadir (Santa Cruz do Cabo de Gue). He succeeded in persuading the Berbers of the 
province of Sous to pay a certain sum each year to create a war chest. With the sum 
collected, El-Qaim created the first detachment of the standing army composed of five 
hundred cavalry. But, already around 1514, the Cherif had three thousand cavaliers 1 and a 
certain number of infantrymen recruited especially among the Berbers of the Ilalen tribe 
(Igezulen), like the cavaliers. In the event of war, these forces were added to the mass 
levy of the hill tribes who met under the command of El-Qalm by virtue of the solidarity 


(*) This study first appeared in the Polish language in Studia i Materialy do historii 
wojskowosci, volume XVII, n° 1, Warsaw 1971, pp. 25 - 49. 


1 Jean Leon l'Africain, Description de I'Afrique. New edition translated from Italian by A. Epaulard and 
annotated by A. Epaulard, Th. Monod, H. Lhote, R. Mauny, 1.1, Paris, 1956, p. 92. 



of Jeff. 2 Mohammed El-Qaim still presented himself as Amghar of the Igezulen, and 
consequently received when needed, the help of the population of the province of Haha, 
at the Atlantic end of the High Atlas, which was linked by an agreement of leff to the 
Igezulen Berbers of the Anti-Atlas. From 1525 to 1544 there were in fact two Saadian 
annies, one organized by the Cherif of Sous, Mohammed ech-Cheikh, the other by his 
elder brother Ahmed el-Aarej, who was Cherif of Marrakech. The Sous army had 
succeeded the troop created by El-Qaim, the father of the two Chorfa, now dead. The 
nucleus of this one was always composed of Berbers, and increased in size by Maqil 
Arabs whom Mohammed ech-Cheikh had hired in his service. From the unsuccessful 
siege of Agadir in 1533, this Cherif slowly undertook the creation of his own artillery. He 
also attached great importance to firearms. On the other hand, the Saadian anny stationed 
in Marrakech was made up mainly of local Arabs who had previously depended on the 
Emir Hintata who was killed by the two Saadians, as well as elements that had 
collaborated with the Portuguese on the coast. They were troops of questionable loyalty 
and not having the same military value as the disciplined mountaineers of the Anti-Atlas. 
Proof is given by the two battles between the two Saadians, under Ameskhroud and near 
the Bwibaun pass in the High Atlas. Each time it was the anny of the Sous which was 
victorious. It must be admitted that it was better commanded, Mohammed ech-Cheikh 
having a remarkable military talent. Since 1544, after the capture of Marrakech by 
Mohammed ech-Cheikh and the internment of his elder brother, there was only one 
Saadian army in which the troop of Ahmed el-Aarej was incorporated. 

The few works on the Saadian dynasty are steadfast in their insistence on the 
Ottomanization of state institutions carried out by the Chorfa. This particularly concerns 
the army. Despite careful observation of what was happening in the Ottoman Empire, the 
first Saadians introduced a small number of Turkish innovations until 1576. Although he 
made use of Turkish detachments, Mohammed ech-Cheikh did not create any new 
training based on the Turkish model, while applying the Turkish art of war in practice. 

His son and successor Abdallah el-Ghalib, after the assassination of his father by the 
Turkish guard in 1557, refused for many years to have Turks in his pay, as did his son 
Sultan Mohammed el-Motawakkil (1574-76). During these reigns the army was 
organized - as also underlined the chronicler Fichtali - on the Arab model. And it was 
only from Sultan Abd al-Malik who had lived in exile in Turkey before his accession to 
the throne that began the Ottomanization of the Moroccan army. At the same time, he 
undertook the Turkishization of Moroccan society from the point of view of mores and 
customs, but, as En-Naciri stressed, the people were repulsed by these changes and 
remained attached to the old customs despite the orders of the sultan. 3 So Abd al-Malik 
confined himself to the complete reorganization of the regular army to which the division 
in fonnations copied from the Turkish army was applied with the use of Turkish 


2 I explained the beginnings of the Saadians in the article “Les Chorfa Saadiens dans le Sous et a 
Marrakech jusqu’en 1525,” Africana Bulletin , n° 10, Warsaw, 1969. The Arabic term leff in Morocco 
(soff in Algeria) means a confederation of tribes or their fractions formed to maintain the politico- 
territorial balance in a given region. Each region in ancient Morocco - including the urban population - 
was divided from time immemorial into rival leffs. 

3 Ahmed ibn Khaled En-Naciri Es-Slaoui, Kitab el Istiqqa li Akhbar douai al Maghrib el Akqa, t. 5, “Les 
Saadiens,” translation by Mohammed En-Naciri, Archives marocaincs , t. XXXIV, Paris, 1936, p. 290. 
Cited subsequently as En-Naciri. 



terminology. For example, the detachments of the Sultan’s Guard called El-Makhzaniya 
or Ahl el-Rikab by Moroccans, have been named according to their specialty: bondokdar, 
belebedrouch, boyyak, pei'k, so/lak, etc. These names refer to the fonnations of 
janissaries. The arquebusiers on horseback began to be called sipahi after the Turkish 
style. Abd al-Malik's successor, Sultan Ahmad al-Mansur ed-Dehabi (1578-1603), 
introduced new Turkish elements - equipment, uniforms and terminology - into the 
Moroccan anny. Since his reign, the qa'ids have taken the title of pasha, which has given 
the administration an outward Turkish appearance although its content has remained 
Moroccan. It must therefore be admitted that the organization of the Saadian army 
remained Arab until 1576, while using technical and tactical novelties in application 
among the Turks and in the two Iberian States. After that date the Moroccan army looked 
like the Turkish army. 

It is difficult to determine the strength of the Moroccan army under the first Saadians, 
apart from the sultan's guard, given the discrepancies between the figures of chroniclers 
and contemporary observers. These differences are explained by the fact that the army 
was in the field until 1554, so its state varied according to the needs and according to the 
conquests. It was only under the reign of Abdallah al-Ghalib (1557-74) that the state 
achieved internal stabilization, and the anny, also reorganized by this sultan, reached 
fixed numbers in peacetime. Luis del Mannol, a slave in Morocco for a few years, gave 
for this period the strength of 63,500 men distributed as follows: 15,000 in the Sous and 
in the Draa valley (including the Moroccan Sahara), 25,000 in the sultanate of 
Marrakech, 20,000 in the Sultanate of Fez, including 5,000 of the Sultan's guard, and the 
rest, 3,500 Berber and renegade fusiliers. 4 The Spanish monk Diego de Torres, who 
stayed in Morocco between 1640 and 1650, also admits 60,000 men, but with a slightly 
different distribution: Fez and Marrakech each have 20,000 men, the Sous as well as the 
Bilad al Jarid, that is to say the Saharan borders, 10,000 men. 5 The figures cited by these 
two authors, after consultation with other sources, seem to represent the maxima that can 
be mobilized in the tribes ( gulch ) in the event of war and not the regular army. Certain 
nomadic tribes were freed from taxes ( naiba ) in exchange for military service. During the 
decisive battles between Saadians and Wattasids, the two armies were not numerous, 
especially on the Saadian side. At the battle of 1 'Wadi el Abid at the ford of Bou Akba in 
1536, the two Saadian armies together numbered barely 7,000 cavalry and 200 
arquebusiers, which represented the possibilities of mobilizing Morocco south of the 
Oum er Rbia. Their adversary, the Wattasid anny, numbered 18,000 cavalry and 2,000 
arquebusiers. The bulk of this force had undoubtedly been recruited in Fez, because part 
of the cavalry was formed by Arabs Khlots and Beni Malek Sofiane, who in the middle 
of the 16 th century were hardly able to line up eight to ten thousand riders. In this case 
they were obliged to buy horses in Fez, Meknes or elsewhere because in peacetime these 
tribes had only 4 to 5,000 horses. 6 By gradually occupying the North and strengthening in 
the South, the Saadian army increased by the incorporation of new tribes. In March 1546, 


4 Luis de Mannol y Carvajal, L Afrique de Mannol, translation by Nicolas Perrot, sieur d'Ablanconrt, t. 1, 
Paris, 1667, p. 484. 

5 Diego de Torres, Relation de I'origine et succez des Cherifs translation for Charles de Valois due 
dAngouleme, Paris, 1636, p. 226. 

Mannol, op. cit., t. 2, p. 182 
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the Saadian troops besieging Meknes numbered 24,000 men; in February 1549 a series of 
Spanish documents specifies the state of the regular army of Mohammed ech-Cheikh it 
reached 20,000 men. 7 

Abdallah el-Ghalib, fearing the Turks of Algiers, considerably increased his anny, part of 
which, quartered (A1 makhzanyia) and always on alert, numbered 11,600 men, including 
6,000 Arab cavalry, 5,000 mounted arquebusiers, recruited from the Halen Berbers and 
the Blacks of the Draa, as well as 600 renegade European riflemen. 8 His personal guard 
(Ahl al Rikab) already counted in this body, amounted in 1562 to 3100 men. 9 Marmol, in 
his description of Morocco, gives the list of all the garrisons (idala) scattered throughout 
the territory, numbering 30 forts (kasba) whose combined strengths amounted to around 
1560 to 18,000 soldiers. 10 In short, around this time, the entire regular army numbered 
about 30,000 men, which corresponds to the number of troops besieging Mazagan in 
1562. The besieging army, according to the testimony of Agostinho de Gavy de 
Mcndonca, numbered 23,500 men without count the levy called for holy war. 11 

This mobilization concerned the inhabitants of the cities as well as those of the 
countryside or the Berbers of the Atlas. This mass lifting (rear ban) was of little use from 
a military point of view. It was mainly used in the struggles with the Portuguese 
occupying coastal fortresses. The Saadian sultans did not like to summon the levy en 
masse, they seldom did so in order not to make their subjects aware of their strength and 
not to be obliged to place firearms in their hands. 12 By the middle of the 16 th century, the 
Saadian army consisted of different formations. The Maqil Arabs (Rehamna, Oudaya, 
Oulad Dlim etc.) fonned the heavy cavalry. These Arabs had been brought from 
Mauritania by Mohammed ech-Cheikh and established in the North and Central 
Morocco. They were equipped with chain mail, helmets, round shields in white leather of 
oryx antelope (lamt) and had sabers and spears of 5 meters as offensive weapons. Wood 
for the spears (beech and ash) was imported from Europe. The light cavalry had no 
defensive weapons. Obviously the Sultan's guard had the best equipment and was dressed 
in velvet and taffeta. The horses and arms of the guard had ornaments in gold and silver. 
Luxury items kept on deposit every day were used only for parade or for battle. The 


7 Sources inedites de I'histoire du Maroc (S.I.H.M.), l re serie, “Dynastie saadienne”, Archives et 
bibliotheques d'Espagne, edited by H. de Castries, t. 1, Paris, Madrid, 1921, document xxxviii, p. 148, 
and document xl, pp. 152-53. Cited later as S.I.H.M. 

8 Marmol, op. cit., t. 2, pp. 181-182. 

9 Agostinho de Gavy de Mendonpa, Historia do famoso cerco que OXarife pas a fortaleza de Mazagam, 
defendida pello valeroso capitan mor della Alvaro de Car. valho ... no ana de 1562, Lisboa, 1607, pp. 13 
verso et 14. 

10 Marmol, op. cit., t. 2 et 3 passim, and especially the Bilad al Jand description of the Draa and the Sahara. 
Marmots account is consistent with the relationship of the Turkish-Egyptian chronicler Mostapha 
Jennabi about 30 Moroccan ka.sbas during the reign of Abdallah el Ghali and especially the Bilad al Jand 
description of the Draa and the Sahara. Marmots account is consistent with the relationship of the 
Turkish-Egyptian chronicler Mostapha Jennabi about 30 Moroccan kasbas during the reign of Abdallah 
el (E. Fagnan, Extraits inedits relatifs au Maghreb, Alger, 1924, p. 346) which confirms the credibility of 
Marmol. Half of the garrisons have no number of soldiers indicated; he took an average thus obtaining 
the total of 18,310 soldiers. 

11 Gavy de Mcndonya, op. cit., pp. 12-13 verso. 

12 Marmol, op. cit., t. 2, p. 183. 



mounted guard consisted of 6,000 men. The riders maintained by provincial qa'ids had 
more modest equipment and the one who can have a helmet and chainmail are very 
proud notes Marmol, while adding immediately that thanks to European traders, 
armament of all kinds are not lacking in Morocco. 13 

The arquebusiers and crossbowmen moved on horseback but fought on foot, reminiscent 
of the future European dragoons. The arquebusiers were equipped with arquebuses, a 
kind of rifle very widespread in the 16 th century, but the 3,100 soldiers of the sultan's 
guard were equipped with escopettes (escopetas), a weapon firing bullets of a larger 
caliber. 14 [Portable flared muzzle firearm.] Each shooter carried 50 bullets and two 
pounds of powder. In this body each ethnic group formed a particular detachment: Halen 
Berbers, Turks, Iberian renegades, Moriscos from Andalusia (after 1569), Blacks from 
Draa (Harratines) and Blacks Ouolofs from Senegal. Since 1562 it is kn own there were 
Algerian detachments of Kabyles Zouaoua. 

The least numerous were blacks. The renegades and the Turks were preferred. Despite 
Marmol's assertion that in Abdallah al-Ghalib's time there were no Turks in the guard, we 
have the testimony of A. de Gavy de Mendon?a that 370 Turkish soldiers in 1562 were 
part of the sultan’s guard, but it was a small fraction of the total amounting to 3,100 men. 
The only mountain Berbers of the sultan’s guard formed the nucleus of the garrisons of 
Fez, Marrakech, Taroudant. They were, as has been pointed out, members of the Halen 
tribe of the Leff Igezulen of the Anti-Atlas. The other Berbers did not enjoy the 
confidence of the Saadians. Moreover, since 1551 the inhabitants of the High Atlas had 
gone into open dissent, and the other mountain people were loath to pay taxes. This is 
why the detachments of arquebusiers were the most formidable formations. Equipped 
with firearms, it was easier to recruit foreigners, European renegades and Turks, or the 
sedentary population of the plains and the cities, a population accustomed to submission 
without a thought towards a revolt. The Saadians did not want to spread guns among their 
subjects. Here are the words of Ahmed al-Mansour ed-Dahabi on this subject, written in 
1602 to his son Al-Mamoun: Be careful not to enlist, among the fusiliers, the people of 
the mountains who think only of eating well and getting rich; none should be taken, 
because know it well, by doing so, it is like if you didn't want them to pay you taxes now 
or later. If you need to recruit men, you can choose them, for example in the Sous, the 
Draa or in Morocco and, with them, you will not have anything similar to fear; if you 
don't find any there and it was absolutely necessaiy to go elsewhere, then take the 
inhabitants of the city of Fez, but never others. 15 Sultan Abd al-Malik was the first to 
recruit people of Fez in 1576, Fez having always had a reputation for providing bad 
soldiers. But times had changed. Among the inhabitants of Fez were many Moriscos from 
Andalusia who emigrated to Morocco after the failure of the revolt of 1568 in the 
mountains of Granada. These former guerrillas were good soldiers. The incorporation of 
the inhabitants of Fez into the Saadian anny was a sign of confidence on the part of the 
Sultan, for until that time the people of Fez were considered as fierce supporters of the 


13 Idem., p. 180, as well as 1.1, p. 90 ; also S.I.H.M., “Portugal,” t. III. doc. C. p. 361. 

14 Gavy de Mendomja, op. cit., p. 13 verso. 

15 Mohammed El-Oufrani, Nozhet el-Badi, Histoire de la dynastie saadienne au Maroc (1511-1670) by 
Mohammed Es-Seghir ben-Elhaj ben-Abdallah El-Oufrani. Arabic text and French translation by O. 
Houdas, Paris 1889, p. 288. Cited hereafter as El-Oufrani. 




Wattasids and enemies of the new dynasty. Time had changed minds and Abd al-Malik 
sanctioned the change. The author of the Chronicle Anonymous Saadienne (17 th century) 
noted the fact despite his hostility towards the Saadians, this which gives the measure of 
the impression caused to Fez. 

Besides the combatants (arquebusiers) on horseback there were also infantrymen who are 
the subject of sporadic mentions in the sources before 1576. With the advent of Abd al- 
Malik, who remained impressed by the military valor of the Janissaries Turks, the 
infantry armed with arquebuses was increased. It represented a high percentage at the 
battle of Oued el Makhazin near Ksar el-Kebir in 1578. 

Under the reign of the following sultan, Ahmed al-Mansour (1578-1603) who conquered 
the Nigerian state of Songhai in 1591, the numbers according to English sources 
amounted as in the middle of the century to 20 or 30,000 men, whose ordinary guard 
numbered 9,500 soldiers (renegades, Moriscos and Kabyles Zouaoua). 16 The troops in 
barracks were then less numerous than in the time of Abdallah al-Ghalib. This is 
explained by the disappearance of the Hispano-Portuguese and Turkish threat after the 
prestigious victory of Oued el Ma kh azin in 1578. Turkey and Spain then recognized in 
Morocco an equal political partner, and Philippe II and Elizabeth I negotiated an alliance 
and for military aid with the Saadian Court. 

We said above that since the middle of the 16 th century, and in particular from 1576, the 
Saadians increased the proportion of infantry in the army. On the other hand, a 
trustworthy source: A true historical1 discourse of Muley Hamets rising of 1609 reports 
the proportion of three horsemen for one infantryman for Al-Mansour. This surprising 
report contradicts all that we know about the military organization under the last two 
Saadians at the end of the 16 th century; it derives from the sometimes superficial way in 
which Europeans observed Moroccan affairs. The anonymous author of this source 
probably counted the mounted arquebusiers named spahi as part of the cavalry, thus 
distorting the image of the military organization. Indeed the composition of the 
expeditionary corps of Pasha Jawdar which in 1591 crossed the Sahara to conquer 
Songhai gives us the explanation of the error made by the English source. This body 
counting 4,000 soldiers, of which only properly called cavaliers (Arabs) numbered 1,500; 
the other 500 cavalrymen were mounted arquebusiers which would be the motorized 
infantry today. We can then define the ratio between riders and infantry as 1: 2.6. The 
composition of Jawdar’s corps was like the composition of the Saadian army in the 
second half of the 16th century. 17 He also had a train of a few thousand camels and 
horses, 600 pioneers [soldiers engaged in earthworks] and a few cannons,. The 
proportions of the different weapons result from the battle tactics of the Saadian era. 

In the first half of the 17 th century, that is to say after the death of Al-Mansour until the 
end of the Saadian dynasty (1603-1659), following the armed struggles of several 
pretenders to the throne and of the mobilization of the local armies of revolting 


16 S.I.H.M., “England,” t. II, doc. LXXXI1I. pp. 224.-25. Register of 3.4.1603: 4,000 renegades, 4,000 
Morisco from Andalusia and 1,500 Kabyles of Algiers (Swagostes = Zouaoua) ; Ibid., doc. XCI, p. 269. 
Mentions also the guard of al-Mansur of 300 soldiers. 

17 A true Historicall discourse of Muley Hamets rising of the three Kingdomes of Moruecos, Fes and Sus, 
London, 1609; S.I.H.M., “England ’, t. II, p. 401; H[enri] de Castries, “The conquest of Sudan by El 
Mansour 1591 Hesperis, t. 3, 1923, p.444. 



marabouts (Sidi Mohammed al Haj of Dila, Sidi Ali of Tazeroualt, Sidi el-Ayachi of 
Gharb) the single state army ceased to exist. In this changing politico-military situation it 
was impossible for European observers (and these are the most trustworthy when it 
comes to numbers) to take stock of all military affairs. Despite the number of sources 
from this period we are reduced to guesswork. From the accounts of battles of the first 
half of the 17 th century we can conclude that with the death of Al-Mansour, the last 
powerful builder of Saadian Morocco, we stopped increasing the number of infantry in 
the army, while at the same time abandoning the Turkish tactic of crescent battle 
formation which will be discussed later. In this time of political division of the country, 
the nomadic Arab or Arabized tribes have regained their military importance by siding 
with the various suitors according to their current interest. Again the army of cavalrymen 
of the Arab type prevailed, as in the 15 th century; it was of low military value, because 
the nomads were mainly looking for booty and would flee from the battlefield if the 
adversary had even fewer but regular and disciplined troops like the Berbers, Moriscos or 
renegades. 

Until 1576 the mounted Moroccan army was transformed into infantry during the sieges. 
The numerical preponderance of the cavalry and the use of horses for the infantry gave it 
extraordinary mobility and easy maneuvering. Even the light artillery was transported by 
mules so that it could be moved during battle such as that of Dema in 1545. The cannon 
barrel was secured across the wooden saddle and two men supported it on either side of 
the mule. With the cannon, the mule carried a supply of powder and cannon balls. 18 
Camels were also used to transport cannons. In 1591 the Pasha Jawdar had a few camels 
each carrying two light guns. 

The Saadians bought their first cannons from European smugglers, and in 1536 at the 
Battle of Bou Akba they took 35 bronze field cannons from the Wattasids. It was in 1539, 
after the discovery of a new copper mine in the Demsira massif (High Atlas) that a 
Morisco of Madrid was established in Marrakech and melted the first Saadian 
couleuvrine 16 feet in length as well as a certain number of small guns. 19 Thus began a 
production on a large scale. After the capture of Fez in 1550, Sultan Mohammed ech- 
Cheikh inaugurated the manufacture of cannons in this city using local talent after having 
previously creating an important powder plant in the spring of 1549. The powder plant in 
Marrakech produced 16 quintals of powder per month in 1558. The Fez cannon foundry 
(there were two others in Taroudant and Marrakech) was run by a French master founder 
with the help of Turks, renegades, European slaves and Fassi artisans A Spanish 
document from February 1549 testifies to the high competence of Moroccan founders. It 
was impossible to transport artillery everywhere because of the mountainous terrain of 
most of the territory. So behind the army followed the cannon founders carrying metal 
blocks and the necessary tools on the backs of animals (Uevan el metal en pedagos y 
todos los demas aparejos nescesarios ), to make the cannons on the spot in the camp 
military. 20 The Saadians increased the artillery to a level hitherto unknown in Morocco. 
The anny was equipped with field guns, siege guns and fortress guns in all calibers then 
known. During the siege of the Portuguese square of Santa Cruz du Cap de Gue (Agadir) 


18 Marmol, op. cit., 1.1, p. 463. 

19 Marmol, t. 2, p. 27. 

20 S.I.H.M., “Spain,” 1, document 38. p. 147. 



in 1541 the Moroccan troops had heavy artillery artelharia muita grossa e forte, of which 
the smallest cannon of the hope type fired 13 pound balls which was equivalent to the 
caliber of 117 mm. The largest cannons were called Maimuna, six in number, fired stone 
balls with a circumference of five and a half fins, i.e. 1.37 m, that is, their caliber was 420 
mm. 21 Before 1576 the Saadian artillery also included ten-tube cannons. 22 The gunners 
were most often renegades and Turks. To transport the cannons, to raise entrenchments in 
the ground and to dig approaches and saps, Berbers called ibudraren, that is to say, 
mountain people were employed. 

In times of war each administrative region had the duty to send at its own expense by 
giving them food a certain number of these ihudraren (singular Abudrar ) who not only 
did all the work of the sapper, but also served as porters in the army, carrying food, 
ammunition and other baggage. 23 The guns were in principle attached to carriages and 
pulled by camels, but very often these ibudraren constituted the trooping force. They 
were divided into companies for this purpose. We used preferably for these works 
Berbers Ida or Akal from the province of Haha and Ida Oultit from the Anti-Atlas. 

During the siege of the Portuguese square of Mazagan in 1562 ibudraren arrived from all 
over Morocco, even from the mountains on the side of Taza and Tafilalet. The most 
skilled among these Berbers, perhaps the miners of the copper and iron mines, were 
employed to dig the underground galleries necessary to place explosive charges under the 
walls of besieged fortresses. They were called in Portuguese gastadores. The ibudraren 
were indispensable to the army. Thus, for example, Mohammed ech-Cheikh by pacifying 
certain regions of the High Atlas in the spring of 1556 intended to use the defeated 
mountain dwellers to do undennining work and the transport service ( a gente das propias 
serras pera o trabalho e Servgo). 24 At the head of these detachments of sappers linked to 
the field artillery were placed renegades and Turks. In 1561 in the service of the Cherifs 
there was an excellent renegade Italian engineer, specialized in the construction and siege 
of fortresses ( gramde emgenheiro de guera ). 25 Siege machines (petree kas) were built in 
1529 and 1541 under the supervision of Turkish specialists. 26 In addition to earth 
fortifications, detachments of sappers made up of ibudraren and mobilized workers were 
able to build stone fortifications as well. For example in September-October 1540, in less 
than two months the kasha was built on the hill called Pico towering 250 m. above 
Agadir. As we can see the Saadian army was at that time a modern army: in accordance 
with the changes made in the military art in Europe and Turkey, the importance of 
infantry and artillery had been greatly increased. The Saadians from this point of view 
referred to the Turkish example, observing the equipment and organization of the Turkish 
army in Algeria. However, they kept the traditional cavalry detachments by equipping 


21 Chronique de Santa Cruz du Cap de Cue (Agadir) translated from Portuguese by Pierre de Cenival, 

Paris, 1934, pp, 89 and 90. 

22 E. Fagnan, Extraits inedits relatifs au Maghreb, Alger, 1924, p. 401. 

23 Marmul, op. ciL, t. 2, p. 183 and p. 25; A. de Gavy de Mendon?a. j), 14 (bodreyros); Chronique de Santa 
Cruz, p. 97. 

24 S.I.H,M. “Portugal,” 5, doc. 15, p. 44. 

25 Ibid., doc. 31, p. 89. 

26 Ibid. “Portugal,” 2, 2 nd part, doc. 120, p. 485; “Portugal,” 3, 391. 



pedestrians with horses which gave them great value for maneuver and the speed 
necessary for the frequent skirmishes and pacification expeditions against the nomads. 

The presence of a health service also proves that the Moroccan anny at that time was 
very modem. In 1576 we have testimonies of the presence in the camp of Sultan A1 
Motawakkil of more than one hundred surgeons and barbers equipped with more than 
thirty large containers with various ointments made from rose and egg extracts to anoint 
wounds, as well as pieces of canvas to make dressings. The health detachment had its 
own supplies, and a number of hospital tents. Some of the camp's servants, probably 
ibudraren, were assigned to transport the wounded from the battlefield. 27 

From the point of view of the organization of the camp of the sultan ( mahalla ) in time of war or 
during movements in the country, the Saadians did not make changes comparable to the changes 
brought by the Merinids. It is for this reason that the account of Leon the African retains all its 
value in the description which it makes of a camp of the sultan. This description was taken up 
by Mannol, which proves that Mohammed ech-Cheikh and his successors continued the 
habits of the Wattassids and Merinids, certainly transmitted through the intermediary of 
the fonner vizier Kassem ez Zerhouni in 1549. This fact is also confirmed, by the list of 
Saadian military commands reported in 1562 by Agostino de Gavy de Mendon^a which 
does not differ much from the list of ca'ids given in the description of the Wattassid 
encampment. This fact is very important because the place of the tents of the different 
chiefs was precisely detennined in the Wattasid camp in relation to the sultan's tent. The 
introduction, certainly after 1549, in the Saadian army of the same hierarchy gives us 
proof that the organization of the camp was similar to that of the Wattassids. According 
to Leon the African therefore, the center of the camp, a square of 35 m, was occupied by 
the district of the sultan. This quarter was surrounded by a canvas curtain - afrag - which 
imitated a wall with crenellations cut out on the upper part and the four angles provided 
with towers - borj - crowned with roofs adorned with gold balls. In this curtain there 
were four entrances. Inside this enclosure was the sultan's tent, designed so that it could 
be taken down quickly. Around the afrag, outside, were pitched the tents of the principal 
chiefs, high dignitaries and members of the reigning family. In turn, these tents were 
surrounded by a row of tents that were attached to each other and were those of the 
provincial ca'ids ( Qai'd er raha) which were made of goatskin. They were like a wall 
through which four narrow passages led to the openings in the canvas screen. 28 We 
therefore have here an arrangement inspired by that of a nomadic camp (< douar ) whose 
defense consisted of these tents held together. This camp had a great defensive value 
because, in the event of attack of the cavalry the walls of the leather tents with the ropes 
which surrounded them and the stakes constituted an insuperable obstacle for the horses. 
But combatants on foot in these tents could effectively protect themselves with rolled-up 
rugs and mats. It is in this way that the Saadian anny repelled the charge of the Wattasid 
cavalry at the ford of Bou Aqba in 1536. The Arab cavalry anned with spears had 
approached at a short distance from the tents, and then its momentum was been broken by 
the fire of the arquebusiers. It was only then that the Saadian cavalry began to pursue the 
fugitives. 


27 E. Fagnan, p. 398 (Chronique anonyme de la dynastie saadienne). 

28 Jean Leon l'Africain, 1.1, p. 240. 



As seen above, the tents of the soldiers had to be placed at a certain distance around the 
Sultan's quarter, surrounding it in a rather loose manner. The Wattassid cavalry 
encountered fire from 200 arquebusiers; it is only this number that the Saadians had at 
that time, indicating that they could only use it to protect the sultan's quarter. Under the 
Wattassids, the sultan’s quarter was guarded by eunuchs. Leon the African speaks with 
contempt of this guard known for its neglect. Under the Saadians, inside the circle of 
tents of the provincial ca'ids, there was still a bodyguard made up of a few dozen Turks or 
renegades armed with firearms. These details are attested by the account of the death of 
Mohammed ech-Cheikh who perished at Aglagal in 1557. He was murdered by Turks on 
the threshold of his own tent during the momentary disorder caused by the establishment 
of the camp. All Moroccans were at this time at a certain distance from the sultan’s 
quarter. The place of the murder may have been hidden by the thick walls of the ca'ids’ 
tents which surrounded the afirag. 

We are not talking here about the arrangement in the camp of the various services and 
detachments outside the Sultan’s quarter because we do not know if the Saadians 
followed the Marinid-Wattassid organization in this way. But we can admit that, as with 
the Wattassids, in the central part of the camp were the stewardship, the kitchen and the 
tinel that is to say the refectory of the entourage of the king and the light cavalry of his 
guard (under the Saadians, in this tinel which was placed in a tent of large dimensions, 
the Turkish guard of ahl al rikab certainly took his meals). A little further, but still within 
the limits of the camp, the stables were placed. Under the Wattassids and perhaps under 
the Saadians in peacetime, the sultan's quarter was a league (almost two kilometers) from 
the soldiers’ camp. 

Rarely did the Saadians have their camp square in battle. However, they used this 
arrangement in 1536 because at that time they felt weaker than their opponents and they 
turned their camp into a pole of resistance. In any case, it also served as a starting point 
for attacks. But more often, in great battles, the camp was left behind the troops, and in 
this case there remained only servants and, with a small guard, a small harem of the 
sultan who often fell prey to the victorious party without the slightest resistance. This is 
what happened to Bou Aqba at the Wattassid camp. 

As regards the tactics applied by the Saadians in open country battles, it was imitated 
from the Turkish art of war (la horden turquesca ) at the battle of Wadi Derna in 
September 1545, as in Khandofer Rihan on 29 June 1576 or at wadi el Makhazin on 4 
August 1578, the Saadians applied the disposition of the cavalry in a semi-circle unlike 
their Wattassid opponents or the Portuguese who had these detachments either in line or 
in solid rectangle. 29 

Sketches of the battles of Wadi Dema and Wadi El Makhazin illustrate in the best way 
the tactics of the Saadians in these two battles. At the Derna wadi it was Mohammed ech- 


29 Marmot, op. cit., 1.1, pp. 462-464 ; Diego de Torres, pp. 85-86 ; Fray Juan Baptista. Cronica de la viday 
admirabiles hechos del muy alto y muy poderoso senor Muley Abdei Melech, emperador de Marruecos y 
rey de los reynos de Feez, Mequines y Sus y del vitcoriosisimo sncesso en la restauracion de todos ellos, 
s.l., 1577, cap. IV; see “France”, t. 1, doc. 107, p. 603, relation of Luis de Oxeda. In Kandoq er 

Rihan it was the two Saadians: Abd al-Malik and Mohammed al-Motawakkil who clashed, but the semi¬ 
circle combat formation of the army is only attested for the first. 



Cheikh who commanded and at the wadi El Makhazin, Abd el-Malik, and after his 
sudden death at the start of the battle, the chamberlain Ridouane el Eulj. 

At Wadi Derna, the Wattassid troops 
consisted of cavalry divided into five 
detachments spaced apart from each other 
and arranged in a front line. The middle 
detachment, the most numerous, was 
under the personal command of the Sultan 
of Fez Ahmed el-Wattassi. On the left 
side, on the slope of the Atlas, had been 
placed artillery pieces in an entrenchment 
and protected by a detachment of soldiers. 
This artillery was to strike the flank of the 
attacking anny. Mohammed ech-Cheikh 
had divided his cavalry into seven 
detachments arranged in a semi-circle. In 
the center and in front of the front of the 
detachment commanded by Mohammed, 
was placed the field artillery on its carriages. The tractive force of this artillery was 
ibudraren, and other light pieces were carried on mules. The string of this kind of bow 
presented by the anny was fonned by mounted arquebusiers hiding the artillery. The two 
annies stood face to face all day long and it was only when the setting sun began to blind 
the Wattassid troops that the Cherif gave the order to begin the battle. At the same time, a 
charge of the Wattasid cavalry took place. The superiority of Saadian tactics over the 
traditional way of fighting his opponent was visible from the first moment. The mounted 
Saadian arquebusiers, after firing a salvo, separated into two groups which immediately 
advanced on both ends of the semicircle to make possible the use of after firing a salvo, 
separated into two groups which immediately advanced on both ends of the semicircle to 
make possible the use of the artillery which, having been concealed by these soldiers, was 
a great surprise for the Wattassid cavalry attacking. At the same time, the Saadian cavalry 
also entered into action, which, thanks to the semi-circular arrangement, acted on both 
sides on the enemy cavalry by taking it in pincers. The artillery located on the flank of the 
Atlas ceased to be useful as soon as the Wattasid army had covered half the distance 
which separated it from the Saadian troops, because it could have hit its own troops. 
Entrenched and motionless, this artillery was attacked separately by a detachment of 
cavalry and arquebusiers from the Saadian right wing In total two melees were formed, 
one large encircling the Wattasid cavalry and one around the Wattasid artillery reduced to 
the defensive. 

The disposition of the two armies before the battle shows that the Wattassid army, 
intimidated by the memory of the defeat 9 years earlier at Bou Akba, was rather 
considering the defensive: it remained rather static and did not develop its troops. In 
addition, his artillery placed on the hillside was a little in front of the line of his own 
troops. If Ahmed el-Wattassi had taken the initiative, that is to say if the Saadians had let 
themselves be caught in the pincers formed by the cavalry and the artillery, the Saadian 
anny would have found itself in a very bad position. But Cherif Mohammed ech-Cheikh, 
from the start, took the initiative. The implementation of the Turkish fonnation involved 
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offensive action, and the disposition of the troops before the battle testifies to the 
maturity of its conception and its foresight in the course of the battle. It ruled out any 
improvisation. The Cherif, as supreme leader, did not take part in the battle. He stayed at 
a certain distance on a small hill, which allowed him to observe the course of operations. 
On the other hand Ahmed el-Wattassi personally took part in the charge, and it resulted 
from it that when the Arab cavalry composed of the Khlot tribe was seized with panic 
under the fire of the Saadian artillery, the sultan could no longer control the situation and 
found himself finally a prisoner. 

It is also characteristic of the military tactics and psychology of Muhammad Ech-Cheikh 
that while considering the planned offensive action, he did everything to provoke the 
attack of the adversary first. In the wadi Derna ech-Cheikh ordered the beginning of the 
fight by a cannon firing blanks. But his cavalry, no doubt as a result of an earlier 
agreement, did not begin the attack immediately. On the other hand, his adversaries, the 
Arab Khlots, without discipline and whose nerves did not hold, began the attack by 
forcing the hand of their leader. To create nervous tension in his opponent, Mohammed 
ech-Cheikh remained standing among his contingents all day until sunset, in a very strong 
heat. To begin the fight he chose the moment of sunset which blinded his opponents, and 
he provoked the attack of the enemy by not revealing his own cards. And then, when the 
Sultan of Fez’s army formed a curtain in front of his own artillery and expanded into the 
space between the two troops, the Saadian seized the moment and used his semicircular 
formation in the Turkish way to lock his opponent in a melee. 

The Tartar tactic of simulated flight was not foreign to Mohammed ech-Cheikh. We see it 
applied, for example, in the decisive battle with the last of the Wattassids, the Emir Abou 
Hassoun in Akabat Afham in 1554. This maneuver won him victory. The execution of 
such a maneuver with full success proves a strong discipline and a long training on the 
part of his soldiers, because the simulated flight could become an effective flight. 

At wadi el Makhazin, in 1578, Abd al- 
Malik adopted a much more complicated 
semi-circle formation, with the 
participation of a large number of infantry. 
At the rear of the half-moon were the 
cavalry reserves which already exceeded 
at the beginning of the battle the two 
points of the crescent enclosing here the 
Portuguese army in a large space in the 
shape of an ellipse. The Portuguese army 
adopted the marching formation as its 
starting formation by constituting a large 
compact rectangle, which condemned it to 
a defensive battle, surprisingly from an 
invader. The Portuguese, learning of the 
approach of the Moroccan army, 
immediately decided to defend themselves 
rather than attack. This disposition of the 
Portuguese gave all the initiative to the Moroccans. The battle of the wadi el Makhazin, 
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called in European history the battle of El Ksar el Kebir, ended in a complete defeat of 
the Portuguese because of the superiority of Turkish tactics over the art of war of Europe 
of this time, applied by the army of King Sebastian. 

The structure of the Saadian anny until 1576 is in principle Arab, that is to say 
traditionally Moroccan, the organization of the command was taken from the Wattassids 
especially after 1549 under the influence of the former Wattasside vizier Kassem ez 
Zerhouni. When Abd al-Malik began to reorganize the anny by greatly increasing the 
proportion of infantry trained in the Janissary style, by imposing Turkish unifonns and 
names on the troops, the traditional titles of command also underwent a change in the 
Turkish way. For example, the replacement of the army chief, that is to say of the vizier, 
called until then in Berber mezouar, became the Turkish title of kiihya in 1576. The 
functions of the senior officers of the Saadian army reported by Agostino de Gavy de 
Mendonca in 1562 overlap quite exactly with the list of the same military dignities 
reported by Leon the African among the Wattassids. 30 According to the first author cited, 
after the head of the army who was generally the sultan or heir to the throne, the one who 
occupied the dignity of khalifa (lieutenant) of Fez or first vizier, came the capitao do 
campo while simultaneously filling the function of secretary to the Sultan. Immediately 
after in the military hierarchy, was the mestre do campo, or quartermaster. Very highly 
placed in the hierarchy was the military judge, the qadi al askar. 

Unfortunately, we only know the Italian or French name of these dignities in Leon, just 
as with Gavy de Mendonca we only have the Portuguese translation of Moroccan 
appellations. From the Portuguese text it emerges that, in 1562, the secretary of the 
sultan, who was at that time Abou el Hassan Ali ben Abou Bekr Azannag (Lasseynao 
Buca), also had the function of mezouar (capitiio do campo). As we know from the text 
of Leon the African, the secretary was at the same time superintendent of the anny, 
treasurer of the State and majordomo of the palace of the sultan. He also commanded the 
ca'id called by Leon spender and by Mendonca comprador e veedor do campo, that is to 
say, steward of the army in charge of food and fodder. Below him was an alcayde ... que 
fazia a salva as iguoarias, that is to say the cook of the camp and the cassador mor or 
great hunter. Indeed, during the march of the army hunts in the forests supplemented the 
regular supplies provided by the population as part of the tax called mouna. Probably the 
ca'id responsible for ammunition, bullets, tents etc., he occupied an equal place in the 
military hierarchy, to that of the intendant. He is designated in the Portuguese text as 
veedor de todas as moniqoes. Beside him one also speaks of the commander of the 
artillery capitao de artelharia. And there was also the personal aide-de-camp of the 
sultan estribeyro mor and the banner-bearer ( alcayde que traz o guiam diante do Xarife). 
The banner-bearer had, at the same time, a function and a responsibility as leader of the 
lower rank company of ensigns that preceded the army, serving as guides and plotting 
routes for marches through forests and fords of rivers. 31 

The great banner of the Saadian Sultan was white ( era de razo bianco bordado de oro), 
with verses from the Koran embroidered with gold thread. 32 The white color of the 


30 Gavy de Mendonca, pp. 12 - 13; Jean Leon l'Africain, 1.1, pp. 236 - 237. 

31 Jean Leon l'Africain, 1.1, p. 237; S.I.H.M., “France,” t. 1, p. 604 (Luis de Oxeda) en 1578 Hivan delante 
d'el tasta una daewna de Ustandartes que par la antiguedad, parecian de sus antepasados. 



Saadian standard is also attested for the first time at the battle of the Wadi Derna, in 
1545, and its origin seems very interesting. Contemporaries have never paid attention to 
why the Saadians chose precisely this color, although the chroniclers attach themselves to 
often to small details of the costume or other banalities. The origin of this emblem is in 
my opinion the following. The sons of Cherif Al-Qalm, Ahmed el-Aarj and Mohammed 
ech-Cheikh, served in their youth at the court and in the Wattasid army of Sultan 
Mohammed el-Bortogali, who, at their request, and in their war against the infidels 
occupying the coast, gave them the dignity of ca'id in partibus by giving them a flag as an 
emblem of their power and a drum. With this dignity and its external tributes, they 
returned from Fez to the Sous around 1513. This flag, although no source indicates it, 
must have been white. Indeed Ibn Khaldoun writes about the appointment of the Merinid 
ca'ids, that the sovereign granted to his ca'ids, his khalifa and commanders a small 
standard in white linen, and a small drum when they leave for the war. 33 This sign of the 
power they obtained and the support of the Sultans of Fez reinforced the authority of the 
Saadians in the society of southern Morocco, and later this white linen flag that was used 
in the anny during the fighting as a sign of recognition and marked the place where the 
Cherif was, has become over time, by force of use, this great silk flag of the State 
decorated with gold embroidery. 

Since Abd al-Malik, the parasol carried over the head of the sovereign has assumed a 
greater importance than the flag as a badge of the sultan’s power. This parasol was 
carried by two soldiers of the Turkish guard each called a peik . 34 The parasol, badge of 
power, and other numerous innovations brought by this Turkophile sultan, were of 
oriental origin. The Alaouites took over in the second half of the 17 th century, this 
Saadian custom carried over and the parasol is a badge of royal power in Morocco until 
today. Since Abd al-Malik, the tail of the horse of Turkish origin (colas de cavala ) has 
also been added to the insignia of the Saadian army. 

Each of the above-mentioned dignitaries possessed the title of ca'id and after 1578 they 
were given the title of pasha. Apart from certain functions determined in the organization 
of the camp, each was obliged to bring with him in the event of war a detachment of 
cavalry and, possibly, of infantry. It was the ca'ids of the provinces who were the heads of 
the various detachments of the anny. They also had the obligation to report to the 
Sultan’s camp at the head of their own troops. In 1562, an armed detachment of a ca'id 
had an average of 800 to 2,000 cavalry. The command of the Saadian troops from the 
point of view of ethnic origin, under Abdallah el-Ghalib as in general under the Saadians, 
did not offer a favorable distribution to Moroccans by birth. Apart from the highest 
dignities such as the mezouar, the secretary, the quartermaster, the steward of supplies 
and fodder which were held by Moroccans by birth, most often the parents of the sultan, 
the other officer functions were occupied by renegades of Greek, Spanish or Portuguese 
origin. The majority of them had come to Morocco probably through Algiers, where they 
had converted to Islam as indicated by their Turkish rather than Moroccan names like 


32 Pedro de Salazar, Hispania Victrix. His tori a en la qual se cuentan muchas guerras succedidas entre 
Christianos y Infieles ... con las guerras acontecidas en la Berberia entre elXarifey los reycs de 
Marruecos Fez y Velez. Medina del Campo, 1570, fol. II; Marmol, t. 1, p. 46; Naciri, p. 294. 

33 Ibn Khaldoun, Prolegomenes, translation of Mac Guckin de Slane, Paris, 1863 - 1865, t. 2, p. 52. 

34 E. Fagnan, p. 351 (M. Jennabi). 




Sinan, Mostafa, Mami Jafar, or their nicknames like Kara Burnu. The chiefs of the 
arquebusiers of the Sultan’s guard, which numbered 3,000 soldiers, were exclusively 
renegades. This diversity of ethnic origin in the most important force for the Sultan by its 
firepower and its military value was the cause of continual conflicts between corps of 
renegades, Moriscos, Turks, Berbers and Zouaoua. The constitution of ethnically foreign 
detachments to each other expressed the subtle policy of the sultans which in this way 
tended to avoid military revolts. Indeed, there was always the possibility of launching on 
the rebels, the other bodies which were hostile to them. These animosities were very well 
exploited by Abd al-Malik during the battle of the wadi el Makhazin in 1578. The 
arquebusiers on foot were arranged in formation in three parallel rows. The first row was 
formed of Moriscos from Andalusia, the second from renegades, and the last from 
Berbers Igezulen. The Sultan naturally had the greatest confidence in the Berbers, 
Moroccans and true Muslims, who had the task of preventing the renegades from 
retreating. In front of the renegades were the Moriscos who emigrated recently from 
Andalusia after the failure of the revolt of 1568-1570, knowing that they would try to 
take revenge on the Portuguese army where there were many Spaniards. As can be seen 
Abd al-Malik did not have much confidence in the renegades who had their compatriots 
on the opposite side of the battlefield under the flag of the King of Portugal. The 
renegades of the first generation did not enjoy the sympathy of the Muslim population, 
who in most cases saw them as people who were looking for a career and claimed that 
they no longer had any religion, which corresponded in general truth. 35 On the other 
hand, the Moroccans despised the Moriscos by reproaching them for having betrayed 
Islam by allowing themselves to be baptized in 1492-1508, although basically they 
remained Muslims. The renegades as well as the Moriscos and the Turks who were not at 
all popular in Morocco, were protected by the sultan who, in exchange, found in them his 
most loyal soldiers in the event of revolt of his mainly Moroccan civilian or military 
subjects. 

By detailing the military forces of Morocco in the 16 th century, we studied their numbers, 
their weapons, the organization of their camp, their command and their combat tactics. 
Before dealing with the last two questions related to the army, the system of distribution 
of kasbas and garrisons and the fleet, we will stop for a moment to talk about the 
maintenance of the Saadian anny. Some 10,000 men from the regular troops (El 
Makhzenyia) quartered in Marrakech, Fez and Taroudant received a pay every four 
months, from the sultan's treasury, the annual amount of which was 50, 60, 100 and even 
200 to 300 dinars. 36 

In each formation of the army, the question of pay presented itself differently. The 
Sultan’s guard and cavalry had the highest pay. The arquebusiers and crossbowmen 

35 E. Alberi, Le relazioni degli ambasciatori venetv, serie III, voL 2, Firenze. 1846, p, 367. opinion on the 
renegades of the Venetian envoy to Stanboul in 1592: Renegades, who do not hold any kind of religion, 
considering that this is an invention of men for the sake of the state. 

36 Diego de Torres, p. 226: S.IH.M., Spain, t. 1, doc. 38, p. 148 (6.11.1549); Marmol, op. cit., 1. 2, p. 181; 
S.I.H.M., Portugal, III, doc. 63, p. 221 (1539). According to Torres a gold dinar, equivalent to the 
European ducat, at that time had the value of 10 Spanish reals in silver. The Moroccan dinar was divided 
into 14 silver dirhems until 1561, after that date, in 21 dirhems. The value of the balance indicates the 
purchasing power in 1549: in particular 100 books of wheat cost 2 dinars, and barley, half that sum. A 
sheep 2/3 dinar, a chicken 1/14 dinar. 



received an annual payment of 60 dinars in 1549. Admitting, according to Marmol, that 
the Moroccan regular army under Abdallah el-Ghalib, consisted of 11,600 soldiers 
including 6,000 cavaliers receiving on average 250 dinars per year and the rest, that is to 
say the arquebusiers getting 60 dinars for the same period, we obtain the sum of 
1,836,000 dinars which represents the annual maintenance of all the detachments of El 
Makhzenyia. In addition, clothing, horses and armament were provided by the sultan’s 
stores, the pay then being used by soldiers for their personal maintenance and other 
needs. Thanks to the sale of cane sugar from the Sous, and thanks to the gold from Sudan 
which arrived in Morocco through trade and also thanks to the tax system put in place, 
the Saadian Sultan could afford to pay a pay higher (muy grandes pagas ) than that paid in 
the Turkish army. Thos caused a great influx of mercenaries and all military specialists 
both from Turkey and from Europe. Ca'ids of provinces were organized in a different 
way. The sultan assigned to each ca'id a certain number of douars or villages whose 
inhabitants had to pay an annual capitation of four dinars per person for the maintenance 
of the troops as was determined by the sultan. The number of douars was proportional. 
The general rule was that the ca'ids enriched themselves at the expense of this population 
which was allocated to them in such a way that they often received from the peasants 12 
dinars instead of 4. 37 This tax was levied under the na'iba, that is to say land tax and head 
tax combined. And as can be seen from this example, a large part of it did not reach the 
sultan’s treasury but was used in the collection place for military purposes. The ca'ids 
paid their troops either monthly or quarterly. The pay of the contingents of the provinces 
was far lower than that of the sultan’s army. It amounted, under Abdallah el-Ghalib from 
25 to 30 dinars per year. 38 The ca'ids, following the example of the Sultan, equipped their 
detachments with clothing, horses and weapons. In the event of war, the ca'ids received 
the pay of the Sultan, but in times of peace, only rich clothes. The war, moreover, never 
lasted more than four months, which was linked not only to the seasons, but also to the 
religious precepts which ordered a stop the military operations during the holy month of 
Muharram, the first month of the Muslim year. And since the Islamic calendar is lunar, 
this date varied with the seasons. All military action was suspended during the great fast 
of Ramadan also. In the war between Morocco and Algeria, the Koranic precepts were 
strictly applied. In the event of war with the Portuguese occupying fortresses on the coast, 
the Saadians as the strongest party, imposed an era of military operations. 

During the military campaigns the sultan did not worry about the food of his army, 
because each soldier like each aboudrar carried his own supplies, and moreover, during 
the march each douar encountered provided the mouna? 9 The Iqta system which fonned 
the basis for the maintenance of the ca'ids and their troops, and which dates from the 
Merinids and Wattasids, was applied by the Saadians to its full extent. It is a very old 
system whose origins can be found in the early Abbasids (8 th - 9 th centuries). 

The castles (kasha), seats of the ca'ids, belonged to the sultan, because apart from the 
periods of anarchy when the fonner governors of the sultan appropriated state property, 
there was no landed aristocracy in Morocco. The ca'ids never stayed in a kasha for more 
than a few years, because of the abuses committed; they were only out of place if they 


37 Hieronimo de Mendon?a, “Lisboa,” Jornuda de Africa, 1607, livro II, cap. XV, p. 128 verso (1579). 

38 Marmol, op. cit., t. 2, p. 180. 

39 5.I.H.M., “Portugal,” V, doc. 31, p. 89 (1561; and documents cited above). 



had connections at court; most often they spent a stay in prison losing, by confiscation, 
all the fortune amassed. The caids were often transferred to prevent them from creating 
lasting relationships with the sheikhs of tribes hostile to the authority of the Sultan. Thus 
the garrisons (idala) were transferred to each kasha approximately every six months. 40 
The goal was to prevent the caid from becoming familiar with his soldiers, which could 
also be dangerous. Each provincial ca'id had at his disposal some of the soldiers recruited 
from his tribes, but in the kasha there was always a certain quantity of Makhzenyia troops 
remaining under the direct command of the sultan. For example, since the annexation of 
the emirate of Debdou in eastern Morocco in 1563 (until then a vassal), Abdallah el- 
Ghalib established a ca'id there with a few troops. The small army which existed in 
Debdou came under the orders of the caid. To control the actions of this governor, every 
three months the Sultan detached 50 arquebusiers from his guard who acted as a kind of 
military gendarmerie in this kasha. 41 The soldiers of the guard were better paid, therefore 
theoretically, more faithful. Conditions in the garrisons mirror those of the rest of the 
anny. There too the guard, better paid and equipped with good weapons, fulfilled police 
functions in the army and in barracks served in the same direction against the civilian 
population. 

The Saadians, especially Mohammed ech-Cheikh but his successors also, built on the 
borders of the kingdom a whole series of new kashas or garnished with troops Merinid 
fortresses in the power of tribal chiefs. 42 Including the kashas of the interior, their number 
according to Marmol and Mustapha Djennabi, amounted to about 30. The fortifications 
were in general simple: walls of beaten earth supplemented with stones and reinforced 
with square towers surrounding an empty space where the garrison pitched tents. The 
gates flanked by two towers often had a corridor broken at right angles once, twice or 
even thrice in the Ahnohado-Marinid manner. This forced the assailant to uncover his 
right flank not protected by the shield and made attack by the cavalry impossible. For the 
first time the Saadians used bastions for artillery, for example in Fez, called bastioun or 
borj. 

In the north of Morocco the most important garrisons were in Fez, Taza, Debdou and 
Meknes. The Atlantic coast and the Mediterranean coast had garrisons established in the 
following localities: Agadir, Tafetna, Safi, Azemmour, Sale, Larache, Arzila, El Ksar el 
Kebir, Tetouan, Targa, Badis, and the Spanish presidio of Melilla was surrounded by 
Saadian kasbas of Jangarane, Tazouta and Amedjao. Fez, with three kasbas, was of the 
greatest importance in the North. During the stay of Abdallah el-Ghalib, there were 
usually stationed at Fez Jdid 1,500 cavalry and 2,000 arquebusiers on foot, and at the 
same time there was a reserve of artillery and ammunition of all kinds intended for the 
other forts. In Fez el Bali, an artisanal and commercial town, different from Fez Jdid, 
administrative and military, there were 200 riders stationed in the kasba of Tamdert built 
in 1549, and the amel (governor) residing in the post Ahnoravid kasba of Bou Jeloud had 
300 horse. When Abdallah transferred his residence to Marrakesh during the second half 
of his reign, much of the garrison left the city with him. 43 It was for fear of the Turks of 


40 H[enri] de Castries, Une description du Maroc sons le regne de Moulay Ahmed el Mansour (1596), Paris, 
1909, p. 19 “the King changes these people every six months or less”; Marmol, op. cit., t. 2, p. 299. 

41 Marmol, op. cit., t. 2, p. 299. 

42 Idem., t. 3, pp. 16 et 17 et t. 2, p. 251, S.I.H.M., “Portugal,” V, doc. 21, p. 58 ; Fray Juan Baptista, cap. IV 



Algiers that a strong garrison was maintained at Fez. It also had a calming influence on 
the bourgeoisie who always manifested anti-Saadian sentiments, for it was to the 
Merinids that Fez owed its prosperity. 

The Saadians attached the greatest importance to the southern provinces. It was the 
traditional cradle of all contenders for power and the Saadians did not forget their origin. 
This is why the oases of the south of the Atlas and the Sahara had the strongest garrisons. 
A chain of kashas stretched from the ocean to the Algerian border, passing through 
Tagawost (today Ksabi), Akk a or Chaib, Tissint, Beni Sbih, Tazarine (Ksiba Ignawan?), 
Tafilalet, Oum el Afen , Garcilwin and Taourirt. Its immediate aim was to defend the 
sedentary population of nomadic Arabs from the Maqil tribes and in the Draa region from 
the Awlad Selim. The Draa Valley had the strongest garrisons. Since Abdallah el-Ghalib 
it was divided into two lieutenancies on which the other kashas depended 
administratively. The first included the territory of the fonner emirate of Tenueues (Tin 
Wawaz, A'it Wauzgit) called Timezgit or Mezgita since the first half of the 16 th century, 
with its capital at Tamnugalt near Agdz. The second lieutenancy whose seat was in 
Tinzulin (kasha el Maghzen), included: Tinzulin, Ternata, Fezwata, El Ktawa and El 
Mhamid. Apart from the seats of the two lieutenancies, there were in the Draa valley 
eight other forts, along the river from North to South: Abernus, Afira, Awlad es Sultan, 
Taragal (Taghrelil, Taghellin?), Tanagamt, Tagmadart (Amzru?), Beni Semgin and Beni 
Sbih. 44 

The strongest garrison, 400 cavaliers, 500 arquebusiers, was at the kasha of Taragal, in 
the district of Ternata, because gold from Sudan imported from the locality of Teghaza in 
the Sahara was being re-melted there. The molten and stamped gold was transported 
under strong escort from Taragal to Marrakech. Second numerically, 200 horsemen and 
500 arquebusiers, the kasha of Beni Semgin (Talektawut) in Ktawa, had greater strategic 
importance. This kasha was closest to the rocky gorge of the Draa carved by the river in 
the wall of Jbel Bani, and separating the districts of Fezwata and Ktawa. It was a gateway 
to the upper reaches of the Draa and its narrowness limited to the width of the bed 
allowed control of all travelers. The kasha of Beni Semgin defended the valley from the 
incursions of nomads. It was undoubtedly reinforced after an attack by the Tuaregs on the 
ksar of Beni Sbih, in the same region, under the reign of Mohammed ech-Cheikh. The 
Saadians dominated the valley of the Draa without division during the period of their 
power, which the rulers of the 14 th century did not achieve nor will happen thereafter 
until the 20 th century. Even the powerful Alaouite Moulay Ismail was obliged, in 1724, to 
send further pacification expeditions to maintain obedience in this province in 1724. 
Nothing like this existed among the Saadians until 1610. The secret of this situation must 
be sought in the rupture caused by the introduction of firearms precisely in the 16 th 
century. The Marinid and later Wattassid armies were based mainly on cavalry armed 
with bladed weapons, and the last Merinids did not reign in Marrakech. Under the 
Merinides, as under the Saadiens, the population was armed, as in antiquity and in the 
Middle Ages, with bladed weapons. At the end of the 15 th and the beginning of the 16 th 


43 Marmol, op. cit., t. 2, pp. 172, 179 - 180. 

44 Idem, t, 3, pp. 11-17. Compare with the description of the Draa chez Ch. Dr. Foucauld, Reconnaissance 
au Maroc 1883-1884, Paris, 1888, and also G. Spillman, Districts et tribus de la Haute Vallee du Draa. 
Villes et Tribus du Maroc. t. IX, Pans, 1931, passim. 




centuries Leon the African indicates sporadic possession of arquebuses and rifles among 
the inhabitants of Morocco. Mannol emphasized with insistence in several places of his 
work, that the firearm began to spread among the Berbers, but in the time of the Cherifs it 
was rather rare. The Saadian anny was abundantly equipped with arquebuses and artillery 
which constituted a force that the population, armed with swords and spears, were not 
able to fight. The Saadians supervised the importation of arms from Europe and their 
fabrication in the arsenals of the Sultan so that they are not available to their subjects. 

The overwhelming superiority which the firearm conferred on the Sultan over the civilian 
population can be compared to the superiority that Moroccans had over blacks in 1591 
when they conquered the Nigerian state of Songhai. Since the end of the 16 th century, by 
force of circumstances, firearms did spread considerably, and in the following century, 
they were in general use among the Berbers as well as the Arabs. In this situation, in the 
17 th century, neither the Saadian dynasty, torn by fratricidal struggles, nor the new 
Alaouite dynasty, had in armament an essential superiority over their subjects except in 
artillery. During the 55 years of his reign, Moulay Ismail had still known how to make all 
the provinces obey following his implacable repression of the rebellions and thanks to 
very many kasbas built in the subjected provinces. But after his death, the country fell 
back into fractionation. 

To end our considerations on the Moroccan army in the 16 th century, we must devote a 
few words to the Saadian fleet, the beginnings of which are in the year 1549. Although 
this fleet did not play a major role in wars, it brought material advantages to the Sultan 
through the raids of privateers carried out on the coasts of Andalusia and Algarve. Its 
existence and its constant strengthening constituted a means of pressure on the Iberian 
States because the role that the fleet had played under the Almoravids, Ahnohads and 
Merinids in the transport of Moroccan troops to Spain was still remembered. The 
reconstitution of the Moroccan war fleet is also worthy of attention as it was the first 
attempt in this direction in two centuries. The last Moroccan sultan to have a fleet before 
the Saadians was the Marinid Aboul Hassan Ali (1331-1349). The Wattassids were not 
interested in the sea because they could not afford it, and were moreover too preoccupied 
with the unification of Morocco and, later, with the struggle against the Saadians. But in 
Tetouan since 1487, and in Badis, there were nests of privateers acting on their own 
account, without the patronage of the State. Since 1523, the Atlantic port of Larache, at 
the mouth of the Loukkos wadi, has often been a stopover for Turkish corsairs from 
Algiers who established their winter quarters in this port. 45 In the 15 th and early 16 th 
centuries, the Portuguese seized most of the ports at the mouths of Moroccan rivers or in 
bays, which made it difficult for Morocco to build up its own fleet due to the lack of 
favorable ports. The loss of Ceuta in 1415, and that of Tangier in 1471 were decisive, but 
especially that of the first of these two ports. Arzila and Ksar Sghir, recovered in 1550, 
had very bad ports, and around Agadir, Safi and Azemmour, taken back from the 
Portuguese in 1541, there was a lack of forests for the construction of boats, moreover, 
these ports were very exposed to the ocean swell and offered no shelter in winter. From 
the middle of the 16 th century, Sale at the mouth of the Bou Regreg, Larache, Tetouan, 
and Badis had an important function as ports of war. 

45 Bernardo Rodrigues, “Anais de Arzila. Cronica inedita do seculo XVI por B. Rodrigues publicada por 
ordem da Academia des Sciencias de Lisboa e sob a direc^ao de David Lopez,” Lisboa, 1915-1920, t. 1, 
pp. 440 and 496; t. 2, p. 209. 



Apart from a small number of small boats 
belonging to the private captains (rat's) of 
Tetouan and Badis, Mohammed ech-Cheikh 
undertook the construction of the Saadian fleet 
from the bottom. A shipyard in Badis (currently 
near Kala Iris or Torres de Alcala) in the Rif, 
was near forests of oaks, cedars and pines. And there was also one in Sale. In 1549-50, on 
the order of the Cherif, 500 loggers cut down trees around Badis and the wood was 
transported by land to Sale to build four large galliottes of 20 to 22 benches. Considering 
the impossibility of passing through the Strait of Gibraltar because of Portuguese and 
Spanish naval patrols, this transport over a distance of more than 300 km in mountainous 
terrain was very expensive. 46 Four similar galliottes were built the same year at Badis, 
equipped with European galley slaves (and) under the command of Turks. The squadron 
composed of eight of these units, with two brigantines and a fuste was anchored in 
Larache since 1549 which constituted the nucleus of the Saadian fleet. We have a 
document from 1556 on the construction in the Sale site of two other larg efustes. 41 

Sultan Mohammed ech-Cheikh began with enthusiasm the creation of his fleet. 
Immediately after the capture of Fez, he sent a letter to Bou Hassoun, Emir of Badis, 
guaranteeing him the freedom and enjoyment of his property if the Wattasside agreed to 
collaborate with him in the constitution of a fleet. He proposed to Bou Hassoun the 
construction in the Badis shipyard of a hundred galleys and as many flat boats for 
transporting troops ( tafureas ). But the emir did not trust the Cherif and, in response to 
this proposal, he fled to the Spanish fortress of Melilla on 17 April 1549. 48 This grandiose 
plan to build a war fleet could have only two goals: either the Cherif actually intended to 
land in Andalusia where crypto-Muslims were numerous among the Moors - at least such 
rumors circulated among the Spaniards - or he intended to seize, tha nk s to his fleet, the 
three Portuguese fortresses on the Moroccan coast. These places resisted successfully 
because, in the event of a siege, they could be supplied and rescued by sea. The Algerian- 
Moroccan war in 1551 and the Turkish threat to Morocco afterwards, limited this daring 
plan, as Morocco was forced to soon seek a Spanish alliance against Turkey. In the years 
1549-50, the prospects for strengthening the fleet were still favorable, and the 5-year 
truce of 19 June 1547 concluded between the Sublime Porte and Hungary, including the 
Emperor, the Pope, France and Venice, was favorable to Cherif because many Turkish 
sailors and soldiers deprived of employment by this armistice went to Morocco to serve, 
attracted by the high pay. During the first year of the truce, 1000 Turks, mostly sailors 
and captains of galleys, went to the service of the Cherif. 49 



Type: Galley Galliotte Fuste 

Oars: 25-30 per side 15 - 20 10 -15 


46 S.I.H.M., “Portugal,” IV, doc. 108, pp. 401-402; “Spain,” 1, doc. 142, p. 416. The galliotte is a small 
galley, but in the Spanish sources, the impression is of a large galley of 18 to 22 benches on each side for 
rowers, because the Mediterranean galleys and galeasses of the 16 th and 17 th centuries had on average 25 
benches and reached a length of 52 m and a width of 6.40 m for the hull. Each 12 m long oar was 
operated by 5 rowers. The crew of a 25-bench galley (on starboard there were 26 benches) had 427 
galley slaves. 

47 S.I.H.M., “Spain,” 1, doc. 49, pp. 167-168; “Portugal,” V, doc. 15, p. 45. The fuste is a kind of galley with 
an average of 15 benches for rowers. The brigantine, smaller, had oars as well as sails. 

^ Idem, “Spain,” 1, doc. 76, p. 245 and doc. 73, p. 234. 

49 Idem, “Portugal,” IV, doc. 85, p. 293; “Spain,” 1, doc. 40, p. 153 and doc. 65, p. 217. 










Under Abdallah el-Ghalib, the war fleet numbered around thirty fustes and galleys and, 
since the start of the Moriscos uprising in the mountains of Granada in 1568, the sultan 
was speeding up the construction of other units, the total of which reached the number 
40. In any case, the Moroccan fleet in 1577 under Abd al-Malik numbered 40 ships. 
Although this sultan in his youth served in the Turkish navy and remained strongly 
impressed with Turkish naval power, he did not have time to rebuild his fleet. 50 The 
number of ships reached by the Moroccan fleet was comparable to the Algiers fleet which 
under the beylerbeys generally numbered 30 to 40 galleys, 51 but it was not of the same 
quality nor of the same strength because of the lack of naval tradition among Moroccans. 

The formation of a war fleet by the Saadians proved that the sultans of the new dynasty 
were well aware that only a fleet would give them a very strong position in this part of 
Africa and the Mediterranean and that their safety could not be insured only by having a 
strong presence in the waters surrounding the Maghreb el Aqca. Portugal’s abandonment 
of three strongholds on the Moroccan coast, Arzila, El Ksar es Seghir and Seinal, in 
1550, testified to the new balance of power created at sea by the Moroccan fleet. 

We do not know anything during the reign of Sultan Ahmed el-Mansour regarding the 
Moroccan fleet, during the last 20 years of the 16 th century. Probably El-Mansour 
neglected not only the increase of the fleet but even its conservation. As he himself had 
said before his council in 1591: The road to Andalusia has been closed to us since the 
total conquest of this country by our enemies, the infidels, and we have no more war with 
it. Tiemcen, nor with the rest of Algeria since the Turks seized these territories, 52 
Resigning himself to the political status quo in the Mediterranean region, he oriented his 
expansion policy in the direction of the Sahara. By conquering the oases of Tigurarin and 
Tuat in 1582 and the Sudan in 1591, he gave up all maritime aspirations. 

In any case from the 17 th century the Moroccan fleet no longer existed. The merchant 
fleet never existed. And as the war fleet never participated in any battle, it probably rotted 
in the arsenals or after passing through the hands of privateers dispersed in Algerian 
ports. There was not a single galley in Sale, one of the main maritime arsenals in Saadian 
Morocco, in 1616. It was only from the following year that the Moriscos expelled from 
Spain between 1609 and 1614, who settled in Sale and Rabat, created a strong base of 
Moroccan corsairs there. In the years 1630-40, the fleet of this Republic of Sale numbered 
on average thirty warships and their oceanic range of action can be delimited between 
Newfoundland and Ireland in the north and the Canary Islands in the south. The history 
of this fleet no longer had anything in common with the Saadian State which was 
beginning to break down. Sale was, in fact, independent. 


Andrzej Dziubinski 
(Warsaw) 


50 E. Fagnan, op. cit., pp. 347 & 351 (Djennabi) and p. 407 (Chronique Anonyme). 

51 H.D. de Grammont, Histoire d'Alger sous la domination torque (Paris, 1887) p.49. 

52 El-Oufrani, op. cit., p. 161. 
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E’ARMEE ET EA FLOTTE DE GUERRE 

MAROCAINES 

A L’EPOyUE 

DES SULTAN? DE LA DYNASTIE SAADIENNE 


Le cbroniqueur portugais Damiao de Gois, qui a fait deux jours <\ la 
C0Ur de Sigismond le Vieux, a remarqud que les luttes des Polonais contre 
Its Tartares en Podolie rcssctnblaicnt aux combats des Portugais avec les 
Maures an Maroc. Cette comp a raison n’est d'aillenrs valable quo pour la 
Periodc de la fin du xv' ! ot du d£bnt du xvi' siecle, du fait qu'il y avait 

A* *. t is 

1 un cote uno armec rdguliere et de t’autre des peuplades guerrieres. 


De la fin de l’epoque de la dynastic merinide, c'est-a-dire de la fin du 
* lv sieclc jusqn’a 1549, date de la reunification du Maroc par la nouvelle 
dynastic des Cliorla Saadiens, le pays est reste dans un etat de division 
Politique. De 1471 a 1549 le pouvoir an Maroc appartenait aux Beni 
^attas, farnillc appaicntce aux Mcrinides* Mais les sultans wattassides 
11 0xtir saient cffoctivcmcnt lc pouvoir quc dans la region de Fez et dans 
le Nord du pays. Dans cette periode de morcellement politique, a c6t6 de 
1 <irmec du sultan il y avait encore cdlcs dc certains chefs locaux. Los 
Saadi ens out a peine re fa it 1'organisation militaire unitaire, ils ont repris 
tradition du pays ot ont aussi emprunte des nouveautes a. 1’organisation 
u, ilitaire des lures ct des Espagnols. Toutcs les dynasties marocames 


Slj ccessivcs sont arrivees au pouvoir par la conquete, cc qui a donn6 a 
^rniee une position privil£gi6c. Toutes les dynasties successives ont tenu 
h pay^ dans I'obdissance grace a leur force militaire et mime toute 1'orga¬ 
nisation ’ n tcrieure de 1 'Etat etait bas6e sur cette particularitc qu’il n'y 



Cette 6ttide a pa.ru d'abort! en langue polonaise dims « Studio. i Materiaty do 
wojsJtovOTjsd », tome xvii, il® I, Warszawa. 1971, pp. 25-49. 
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ANOKZKJ l)/ll 'UINsKl 


avail pas dc distinction entrc !'administration civile ct militaire. Lc caud 
qui exer^ait le pouvoir local adinmislratif, fiscal et judiciairc cumulait 
aussi le pouvoir militaire local. La perception des impots se faisait sous 
la protection de l‘arm 4 et sous la menace d'user de la force militaire. En 
printipe, en dehors des employes de bureau subalt ernes, chaque dignitaire 
du Makhzeti saadien — vizir, secretaire du sultan, mezouar — rcmplissait 
une to action prop re a. sa d ignite dans la hierarchic militaire. Ce n’etait pas 
un systeme proprement saadien, il appartenait d£ja au maktizen m6rinido- 
wattasside. 

C’est apres 1511 que le Cherif Mohammed El Qaim donna naissance 
a I’armce saadienne, a la suite de 1’action menee pour la guerre saint e 
contrc les Portugais, occupant Agadir (Santa Cruz do Calm de Guc). 11 a 
reussi ii persuader les Ber boxes <le la province du Sous de payer chaque 
annec une eertainc sonune pour creer un tresor de guerre. Avee la somme 
perdue, El Qaim crea le premier detachement de l’armee permanente 
composed de cinq cents cavaliers. Mais, deja vers 1514, le Cherif disposait 
de tiois mille cavaliers ( s ) et d’un certain ncxnbre de fantassins recrutes, 
coinme les cavaliers, surtout chez less Herberts de la tiibu llalcn (Igezulen). 
En cas de guerre, s'ajoutait a ces forces la levee en masse des tribus mom 
tagnardes qui se rdlinissaient sous le commandemcnt d’El Qaim en vertu 
de la sol id a rite de « leff » ( J ). Mohammed El Qaim se p resen tait encore 
comme * amghar » des Igezuleo, et en consequence rceevait en cas de 
besoin Vaide de la population de la province de Haha, a Textremitti atlan- 
tique du Haut Atlas, qui etait lice par un accord de, « leff » aux Berb&rcs 
Igezulen de l'Auti Atlas. De 1525 a 1544 existaient en fait deux armies 
saadietmes, 1 ’une organise par le Cherif du Sous, Mohammed ech*Cheikh, 
1'autre par son frere ain£ Ahmed el Aarcj, qui etait Cherif dc Marrakech. 
L armee du Sous avait succedc a la troupe cre£e par El Qaim, le pore 


(l) Jean J-6on l Africain, Description de V Afrique. Nouvelh: Oriilion traduitc de 
ntalien par A. Epaulard et an no tee par A Epaulard, Th. Monod, H. Lhote, R, Maunv 
t T, Paris, 1956, p. 62. 7 

12) J ai expose ies debuts des Saadiens dans l'article « Les Chorfa Saadiens dans 
le Sous et k Marrakech jusqu'on 152S ,r Africans, Bulletin », n“ 10, Varsuwie, 1969 
Le terme arabc « leff >. au Maroc (« wfi en Algeria) disigne une conf<Sd«ratkm de tribus 
<m de leurs fractions forme® pour conserve: l'vquilibre politico-territorial dans une 
region donnee. Chaque region dans 1'anciwi Maroc — y tompris la population urbaine — 
etait divisee depuis des temps immemoriaux cn •' lefts » rivaux. 
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decode des deux Chorfa. Le noyau de celle-ci etait toujours compost de 
Berberes, et ensuite elle s'accrut d’Arabes Maqil que Mohammed ech 
Cheikh avait engages a son service. A partir de 1533, c’est-cl-clire depuis 
le siege infructucux d'Agadir, cc Ch6rif entrcprit lentcment la creation de 
sa prop re artillerie. II attache aussi une grande importance aux armes a 
teu. Par centre, l'armee saadienne stationnee a Marrakech etait compos^e 
surtoul d'Arabes de 1 ’endroit qui avaient dependu auparavant de l’dmir 
liintata tn6 par les deux saadiens, ainsi quo des Elements qui avaient colla- 
bore avec les Portugais de la c6te. C’etait des troupes d'une fidelite dou- 
teuso et n'ayant pas la me me valour militaire que les moutagnards disci¬ 
plines de 1 ‘Anti-Atlas. La preuve en est donnee par les deux batailles entre 
les deux saadiens, sous Atneskhroud el prCs du col de Bwibaun dans le 
Haut Atlas. A chaque fois cc fut Parmdc du Sous qui rernporta la victoirc. 
11 faut reconnaitre qu’elle etait mieux commandee, Mohammed cch Cheikh 
possedant un talent militaire remarquable. Depuis 1544, apres la prise de 
Marrak<?ch par Mohammed ech Cheikh ct Pintcrnement de son frere aine, 
il n’existait plus qu’une seule armce saadienne dans laquelle fut incorpcr^e 
la troupe iP Ahmed cl Aarej. 

Les rares ouv rages concern ant la dynastic saadienne soulignent avec 
insistance I’ottomanisation des institutions de l’Etat effective par les Chor¬ 
fa. Ceci cone erne en particulier l'armee, Malgre P observation attentive de 
cc qui se passait dans PEmpire Ottoman, les premiers saadiens out intro- 
duit jusqu’en 1576 un faihlc nombre des innovations turques. Bicn qn’il 
sc soil servi de ddlachemerits tores, Mohammed ech Cheikh n'a cr£d au- 
cune nouvclle formation d'apres le inodelc turc, tout cn appliquant dans 
la pratique Part de la guerre turc. Son fils et successeur Abdallah el Ghalib, 
apres 1’assassinat de son pore par la garde turque cn 1557, a renonc£ pour 
de longues annees a avoir des Turcs a sa solde, de meme son fils le sultan 
Mohammed el Motawakkil Pendant ccs r^gnes l'armee 6tait 

organisdc — cormne lc souligne egalcment le chroniqueur Fichtali — sur 
le module arabe. Et e’est settlement A partir du sultan Abd al Malik qui 
avait v6cu en exil en Turquie avant son accession au trone qu'a commence 
I’ottomanisation de l'armee marocaine. On a entrepris en m£me temps la 
« turquisation » de la socidte marocainc au point de vue des tumors et des 
coutumes, mais, coinme lc souligne En Naciri, le peuple avait une rdpu- 
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gnance pour ces usage:, et restail attach^ aux anciennes coi.itumes malgre 
lcs ordrcs du sultan ( J ). Done Abd al Malik se borna a la reorganisation 
complete de l'armee regulars a laquellc on a appliqu6 la division en for* 
mations copiee sur l'armee turque avec l'emploi d : une terminologie turque. 
Par exemple les del ache men ts de la garde du sultan designes par les Maro- 
cains sous Ic nom d’El Makhzaniya ou « Ahl el Rikab » sont devenus, scion 
leur speciality : bondokdar, helebedrouch, boyyak, peik, sollak etc. Ces 
no ms se rapporteur aux formations de janissaircs. Les arquebusiers a 
cheval ont commence d'etre nommes a la turque • sipahi #. Le succcsseur 
d'Abd a! Malik, le sultan Ahmad at Mansur cd Dehabi (1578-1603) intro- 
duisit de nouveaux elements d’organisation, equipement, uniformed et lor- 
minologie turcs dans l’armee marocaine. Dcpuis son regne, les qaids out 
pris le titre do pacha, ce qui a domi6 a I'admimstration unc allure exte* 
rieure turque bien quo son contenu soit rest^ tnarocain. II faut done 
admettre que 1’organisation do l’armee saadienne est restee arabe jusqu'a 
1576, tout en ntilisant des nouveautes techniques et tactiquos en application 
chcz les lures et clans les deux Etats iWrUjties. A pres cctte date l’anneo 
marocaine a ressemble a l'armee turque. 

II est difficile de fixer les effectifs do l armee marocaine sous les pre¬ 
miers saadiens, on dehors de la garde du sultan, vu les divergences entro 
les chiffres des chroniqueurs et des observateurs con temp ora ms. Ces diver¬ 
gences s'expliqucnt par le. fait que l'armee etait on campagnc jusqu'a 
1554, done son etat variait scion les besoins et selon les conquetes. C'est 
seulement sous 1 c regne d’Abdallah al Ghalib (1557-74) que l'Etat est 
parvenu a une stabilisation interne, et l'armee egalement reorgan isee par 
ce sultan a atteint des effect its fixes en temps de paix. Luis del Mar mol, 
enclave au Maroc pendant quelques annecs, donna pour cette fepoque des 
effect if s de 63 500 homines rdpartis comme suit : 15 000 dans le Sous ct 
dans la vallee du Draa (y compris le Sahara marocain), 25 000 dans le 
u sultanat de Marrakech », 20 000 dans le . sultanat de Fez », dont les 
5 000 de la garde du sultan, et le reste, 3 500 fusiliers berberes et ren£- 


(3) Ahmed ibn K haled Eh Naciri E$ Slaoui, Kitab el Istiqfa li A kit bar doval 
al Maghrib el Ak(a, t. 5, « I,ts Saadiens », traduction de Mohammed En Kacirj, Archi¬ 
ves marocaines, t. xxxiv, Paris, 1936, p. 290 Cits’ infra En Nacihi. 
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gats (*). Lc moinc ospagnol Diego de Torres, qui a s6journc au Maroc entre 
1640 et 1650, admet aussi 60 000 homines, mais avec une repartition un 
peu differente : Fez et Marrakech ont chacun 20 000 hommes, le Sous ainsi 
que le « Bilad al Jarid 10 000, e'est-a-dire les confins sahariens (?). Les 
chiffres cites par ces deox auteurs, apres confrontations avec d'autres 
sources, sem blent representer les maxima mobilisablcs dans les tribus 
(guich) e.n cas de guerre et non l'armee reguliere. Ccrtaines tribus noma- 
des etaient liberees d’impdts (naiba) en ^change du service militaire. Lors 
des batailles ddcisives entre Saadiens et Wattassides, les deux armies 
n'etaient pas nombreuses surtout du cfit6 saadicn. A la bat a die de l’oued 
cl Abid au gue de Bou Akba cn 1536, les deux armees saadiennes reunies 
comptaient a peine 7 000 cavaliers et 200 arquebusiers, cc qui represcntail 
les possibility dc mobilisation du Maroc au sud de l'Oum er Rbia. Leur 
adversaire, 1'amice wattasside, comptait 18 000 cavaliers et 2 000 arque- 
busiers. Le gros de cette force avait sans doutc dte recrut£ a Fez, car unc 
partie de la cavalerie 6lail formee d'Arabes Khlots et Beni Malek Sofiane, 
qui au milieu du xvi" siecle eta ient a peine en mesure d'aligner huit a dix 
mille cavaliers. Dans ce cas ils 6taient obliges d’acheter des chcvaux a Fez, 
Meknes ou ailleurs, ear en temps de paix ces tribus ne poss&Jaient que 
4 a 5 000 chevaux ( A ). En occupant progressivement le Nord et en se 
renfor^ant dans le Sud, l’armee saadienne s’accroissait par I'incorporation 
de nouvellcs tribus. En mars 1546, les troupes saadiennes assiegeant Mek¬ 
nes comptaient 24 000 hommes ; en f^vrier 1549 une suite de documents 
espagnols precise l J 6lat de l'armee reguliere de Mohammed ech Cheikh : 
elle atteint 20 000 homines ( 4 * 6 7 ). 

Abdallah el Ghalib, craignant les Tures d'Alger, augmenta consid^ra- 
blement son arm£e, dont une partie, caserne? (Al makhzanyia) et toujours 
en alerte, comptait ti 600 hommes, dont 6 000 cavaliers arabes, 5 000 


(4) Luis del Makmol v Carvajal, L'Afriqitu de Marmot, traduction de S'icoSas 
Pewit, sieur d’ Ablancourl^ t I, Paris, 1661, p. 484. 

{5} Hiegn de Torres, Fetation de i'origine et s uccez des Chetifs traduite pur 
Charles de Valois dvc d’ Angouitme, Paris, 1636, p. 226. 


(6) MaRmoi., op- cit., t. 2. p. 182. 

(1) Sources inedites de i'histoire du Maroc (S.I.tl M.}, I” s6rie, « Dynastie 
saadienne », Archives et bibliotMques d'Espagnc. 6dit<S p&r H. de 
Madrid, 192 L, document xxxvm, p. et document xc pp. 152-63. Cits plus loin 


S.I.H.M. 
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arqucblisiers mantes, ret:rates chez Ics Berbcrcs II Men ct les Noirs dxi 
Draa, ainsi que 600 fusiliers renegats europeens ( 8 ). Sa garde personnels 
(Ahl al Rikab) comptfc deja dans ce corps, s’elevait en 1562 a 3 100 hom¬ 
ines (’). Marmol, dans sa description du Maroc, donne la liste de toutes 
les garmsons (idala) dissembles stir le ten it01 re au noinbre de 30 lorts 
(kasba) dont les effeetifs additionnds s’^levaient vers 1560 a 18 000 sol’ 
dats ( ,n ). En somnte vers cette epoque toute l armee reguliere comptait 
environ 30 000 homines, rc qui correspond au chiffrc des troupes qui 
assiegeaient Mazagan en 1562, L'armee assiegeante, d’apres le temoignage 
do Agostinho de Gravy do Mendonya, comptait 23 500 hotnmes sans comp¬ 
ter la levee appelee a la guerre sainte ( r| ). 

Cette mobilisation eoncernait aussi bien les habitants des villes quo 
ooux des campagnes on les Berbcrcs de 1 ’Atlas. Cette lev6e en masse (ar- 
ricre ban) n'avait pas une grande utilite du point de vue militairc. On s'en 
servait surtout dans les luttes aver les Portugal's occupant des forteresscs 
du littoral. Les sultans saadiens n'aimaient pas convoquer la levee en 
masse, tls le faisaient rarement pour ne pas* don net a lours sujets la cons¬ 
cience de leur force ct pour ne pas etre obliges dc mettre entre leurs mains 
des armes a feu ( n ). Vers le milieu du xvT siecle, l’armee saadienne sc 
compos ait dc diff<* rentes formations. Les Arabcs Maqil (Rcbamna, Oudaya. 
Oulad Dlim etc.) forma lent la ca valeric lourde. Ces Arabcs avaient etc 
amenes de Mauri tanie par Mohammed cch Cheikh et etablis dans le Nord 
et te Centre du Maroc. I Is eta ion t munis de eottes dc mail les, casques, 
boudiers ronds en cuir blanc d’anti Lope oryx (lamt) ct avaient commc 

armes offensives des sabres ct des lances de 5 metres. Le bois pour les 

*■ 

(8) Uammoi.. op. oil., t 2, pp. I8I-1B2, 

(fl) Agostinho de Gavv de Mendoza, Historia da famoso cerco quo 0 Xarife 
u fortaleza do Mazagam, defendida petto valeroso cupitan mor tleila Alvaro du Car¬ 
valho... no ano de IS62. Lisboa., 1307, pp, 13 verso et 14. 

(10) Marmot,, op. eit., t. 2 et 3 passim, et sp6cialement lu description du Hilar I 
al Jarid du Draa et do Sahara. Le fecit de Marmol esl cuiiibrme aver la relation du 
chrnniqueiJi turco-egyptien Mostapha Jennabi an sujet de 30 kasbaa marocainos sous 
L regne de Abdallah el GhaJib (E. FaosaV. Extraits mMtis reiuO/j «« Maghreb, Alger 
1924, p. 346) ce qui Confirms la credibility du Marmol. U moitie des garuisons r/a paa 
de rtombre dc Soldats indjque, il a pris une moyenne nbteuaut ainsi le total de 1&3S0 
^oldals. 

(11) Gavv de M^ndo^a, op. cit„ pp. 12-13 verso. 

(12) MaRmoc, op. cit., t. 2, p. 183. 
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lances (hetre et frene) etait importe d'Europe. La cavalerie legere n avait 
pas d'armes defensives Evideminent la garde du sultan avait le meilleur 
equipement et £tait habillCc de velours et de taffetas. Les chevaux et les 
armes de la garde avaient des ornements en or et en argent. Ces equipe- 
ments de luxe gardes en depot tons les jours etaient utilises seuleinent pour 
la parade ou pour la bataille. La garde montee comprenait 6 ooo homines. 
Les cavaliers entretenus par des qalds de province avaient un equipement 
[>lus modesty « et celui qui pout avoir un casque et une cotte de maille 
s'estnne beaucoup » constate Marmol, tout en ajoutant aussitot que grace 
aux conmienjants cnropeens, I’armement de toute sorte ne rnanque pas 
au Maroc (”). 

Les arquebusie.is et les arbaldtriers se depla^aient a cheval mats com- 
battaient a pied, rappelant ainsi les futurs dragons eu rupee ns. Les arque- 
busiers etaient equipes d’arquebuses, genre de fusil tres rdpandu au xvT 
siecle, mais les 3 too soldats de la garde du sultan etaient munis d'esco- 
pettes (escopetas), arme tirant des balles d'un plus gros calibre ( u ). Cha- 
que tireur portait 50 balles et deux livrcs de poudre. Dans ce corps chaque 
ethnie formait un dctachement particulier : Berberes Ilalen, Turcs, rene- 
gats iheriqiies, Morisques d’Andalonsie (apres 1569), Noils du Draa (Har- 
ratines) et Noirs Ouolofs du Senegal. Depuis 1562 on conn ait aussi des 
d^tachernenls algeriens de Kabyles Zouaoua. 

Les moins nombreux etaient les Noirs. On prdterait les renegats et les 
Turcs. Malgrc 1 ’affirrnation de Marmol selon lequel du temps d’Abdallah 
al Ghalib il n'y avait pas de Turcs dans la garde, nous avons lc t^moignage 
de A. dc Gavy de Mendoza selon qui 370 soldats turcs en 1562 faisaient 
partie de la garde du sultan, mais e’etait une petite fraction du total s’flo- 
vant a 3 100 homines. Les souls Berberes montagnards de la garde du 
sultan fonnaient le noyau des garnisons de Fez, Marrakech, Taroudant. 
C’etaient comme on 1 ’a soulign^, des membres de la tribu Ilalen du left 
Igezulen de l’Anti-Atlas. Les autres Berberes nc jouissaient pas de la 
con fiance des Saadiens. D’ailleurs depuis 1551 les habitants du Haut Atlas 


(Kt) Idem., p ISO. ainsi que t. I. p 90 ; igalement S.f HM-, « Portugal ». t. III. 
dot. C, p. 391. 

(14) Gavy de Mendoza, op. cit., p. 13 vereo. 
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ctaicnt passes en dissidcnce ouverte> et les autres rnontagnards repugn a ient 
a l'impot. C'est pourquoi dans les detachemerits d'arquebusiers, formation 
la pins redoutable, car mimic d'armes <i feu, on recrutait des etrangers, 
ren6gats europeens et des Turcs, ou la population sedentaire des plaines 
et des villes, population habituee a la sou mission, sans esprit de r«$ volte, 
Les Saadiens nc voulaient pas nSpandre les armes a feu parmi leurs sujets. 
Void a ce propos les paroles d’Ahmed al Mansour ed Dahabi 6crites en 
1602 a son fils Al Mamoun ; « Gardez-vous surtout d'enroler, parmi les 
fusiliers, les gens des montagnes qui ne pensent qu'a bien manger et s’en¬ 
rich ir ; il n'en faut prendre aucun, car sachczde bicn, en agissant ainsi, 
c'est eomine si vous vouliez qu’ils ne vous paient plus d'impositions ni 
maintenant, ni plus tard. Si % r ous avez besoin de recrutei des homines, 
vous pouvez les choisir, par excmplc dans le Sous, le Draa ou a Maroc ct, 
avec cux, vous naurez rien de semblable a re don ter ; si vous n’en trouvez 
pas la et qu’il fallut absolument vous adresser ailleurs, prenez alors des 
habitants de la ville de Fez, mais jamais d'autres. » ( l5 ) Le sultan Abd al 
Malik fut le premier a recruter des gens de Fez en 1576, Fez ayant toujours 
eu la reputation de fournir de mauvais soldats. Mais les temps avaient 
change. Parmi les habitants de Fez se trouvaient de nombreux Morisques 
d'Andalousie emigres au Maroc apr6s I'echec de la rdvolte de 1568 dans 
les montagnes de Grenade. Ces anciens guerilleros etaient dc bons soldats. 
L'incorporalion d'habitants de Fez dans I’aimee saadienne dtait un signe 
de con fiance de la part du Sultan, car jusqu'a cette dpoque les gens dc Fez 
dtaient considers comrae dc farouches partisans des Wattassides et des 
ennemis de la nouvelle dynastic. Le temps avait change les esprits et Abd 
al Malik a sanctionne le changement intervenu. L'auteur de la dironique 
Anonyme Saadiennc (xvji 1 ’ siecle) a bicn notd le fait malgre son hostility 
envers les Saadiens, cc qui donne la mesure de 1’impression causee & Fez. 

A cbt£ des combattants (arquebusiers) & cheval il y avait aussi des 
fantassins qui font I'objet de mentions sporadiques dans les sources ant£- 
rieurement a 1576. Avec l’av^nement d’Abd al Malik, qui restart impres- 


(15) Muhanuned El OufRam, Nozhel cl Hadi, Histoirc tic la dynastic saadiennc 
au Maroc (1511-1970) par Mohammed Es Seghir ben Elhaj ben Abdallah El Ouiratii. 
Texts ar 3 .be et traduction fran 9 aisc par O. Houdaa, Paris 1689. p. 288. tCitd plus loin 
El Oupraki. 
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sionne par la valeur militaire des janissaires turcs, I’infanterie armee 
d’art]uel)uses flit auginentdc. Elio repr&entait un fort pourcentage k la 
hataille dc l’Oued el Makhazin pres de Ksar el Kebir en 1578. 

Sous le regne du sultan suivanl, Ahmed al Mansour (1578-1603) qui a 
conquis 1 'Etat nigdrien du Songhai en 1591, les eftectifs d'aprds des sources 
anglaiscs s’elevaicnt com mo au milieu du siecle a 20 ou 30 000 hommes, 
dont les troupes casernees (his ordinary guard) comptaicnt 9 500 soklats 
(renegats, Morisques et Kabyles Zouaoua) ( u> ), Les troupes casernees 
etaient alors moins no mb reuses qu'au temps d' Abdallah al Ghalib. On 
pout I'cxpliquer par la dispaiition de la menace hispano-portugaise et 
turque apres la victoire prestigieuse de l'Oued el Makhazin en 1578. La 
Turquie et I'Espugne rcconnurent alors dans le Maroe 11 n partenaire poli¬ 
tique egal, et Philippe II et Elizabeth I" negocierent 1 ’alliance et l’aide 
militaire de la Cour saadienne. 

Nous avons dit plus haut quo depuis Ic milieu du xvp siccle, et cn par- 
ticulier a partir do 1576, les Saadiens out augmentd la proportion de 
I’infanti’jie dans I'armee. Par centre une source digne de foi : « A true 
historic all discourse of Mulcy Hamels rising » de 1609 fait otat de la pro- 
portion do trois cavaliers pour un fantassin chez Al Mansour. Ce rapport 
surprenant contrcdisant tout cc que nous savons sur 1’organisation militaire 
sous les deux derniers Saadiens de la fin du xvi' siecle, provient dc la 
(agon parfois superficielle avoc laquelle les Europdens observaient les 
affaires maroeainos, L'auteur anonyme de cette source a eompte proba¬ 
ble men t les arquebusiers montes no minds spahi com me laisant partic dc 
la cavaleric, deforiiianl ainsi 1 ’image dc 1 'organisation militaire. En eftet 
la composition du corps oxpeditionnaire du Pacha Jawdar qui en 1591 
traversant lc Sahara a ccmquis le Songha'i nous donne 1 'explication de 
I'errcur corrnnise par la source auglaise. Ce corps comptant 4 OOO soklats, 
dont seulcment 1 500 cavaliers (Arabes) proprement dits, car les 500 au- 
tres cavaliers etaient ties arquebusiers montds ; ce scrait aujourd hui 1 in- 
fantcric motorisde. On pout alors dufinir le rapport entre cavaliers et fan- 

<I6) ■< Anglctcrre ... t II, doc. i.xxxin. pp. 224-25, relation rvtlig<* 

apri's It- 3. IV. 1603 ; 4 000 nn^iits, 4 000 Mori^ues tl'Andatmsie et 1 500 Kahyles 
d'Alger ic (Swagosles = Zoriaoua) . Ibid., doc. xn, P . 269. mentionne aussi qn'AI 
M;)ir«>ur s’ciitciurait d'unc? garde tie 30U soldats. 
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tassins com me 1/2,6. La. composition du corps de jawdar, qui poss^dait 
en outre un train de quciques millicrs de chameaux, et de chcvaux, 600 
pionniers et quelques canons, etait a 1'image de la composition de l’annee 
saadiennc en cette deuxseme moitie du xvf siecle ( 17 ). Les proportions des 
differentes armcs resultent de la tactique des batailles de l‘6poque saa- 
tliennc 

Dans la premiere moitie du xvii 0 siecle, c’est-a-dire apres la mort d’AI 
Mansour jusqu’a. la fin do la dynastic saadienne (1603-1659), a la suite des 
luttcs armees de plusieurs pretendants au trone ct de la mobilisation des 
armees locales des marabouts revolt^ (Sidi Mohammed al Haj de Dila, 
Sidi Ali du Tazeroualt, Sidi Layachi du Gharb) I'arrn^o unique de l’Etat 
a cesse d'exister, Dans cette situation politico~militaire changeante il etait 
impossible anx observateurs europeens (et ccux-ci sont les plus dignes de 
foi quand il s’agitde chiffres) de se rendre compte de I’cnsemble des affai¬ 
res militaires. Malgre le nombro des sources de cette epoque nous en sotn- 
mes reduits aux suppositions. J)'apres les recite do batailles de la premiere 
moitie du xvir siecle on peut conclure qd'avec la mort d'Al Mansour, le 
dernier puissant b&tisseur du Maroc saadien, on a cess6 d'au gin enter le 
nombre des fantassins dans I’arrn^e, en abandonnant en memo temps la 
tactique turque de formation de bataille en croissant dont on parlcra plus 
loin. Dans cette epoque dc fractionnemcnt poLitique du pays, les tribus 
noma des arabes 011 arabisees ont regagne leur importance militairc cn sc 
rangeant au c6te des differents pr^tendants scion leur interet du moment. 
De nouveau prevalut alors 1 'armee de cavaliers de type arabe, com me au 
xv” siecle ; elle At ait de faible valour rnilitaire, car les nomades cher- 
chaient surtout du butin et prenaient la fuite du champ de bataille si 
Tadversaire disposait de troupes merae moms nornbreuses rnais rdgulieres 
et disciplines com me les Berb^res, Morisques ou renegats. 

Jusqu’en 1576 l’arm^e marocaine montee se transformait en infanterie 
pendant les sieges. La preponderance numerique de ia cavalerie et 1 'emploi 
des chevaux pour I'infanterie lui conferaient une mobility et une facilit6 

( 17 ) A true HislOricaU discourse of Mvley Hamels rising of the three Kingdoms 
of Moruecos, Fes and 5 us, London, 1609 ; « Angleterre », t tl, p. 401 ; 

H, de Castries, la cimqti£te du Soudan par El Manwur (1591), Uespiris, t. 3, 1923, 

p. 444. 
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de manoeuvre extraordinaire. Merne l'artillerie legate plait transporter par 
ties millets pour pouvoir etre dcplacec pendant la bataille coin me a cello 
de Derna en 1545. On fixait le tube du canon en travers de la selle de bois 
ot deux homines le soutcnaient de chaquc c 6 t <5 du mulct. Avec le canon, 
!e mulct portait unc provision dc poudre et des boulets ( l "). Des chamcaux 
servaicnt aussi pour le transport des canons. En 159 r le pacha Jawdar 
avait quelqucs chamcaux portant chacun deux canons lagers. 

Les Saadicns out at hole leurs premiers canons a des contrebandiers 
curopeons, ct en 1536 a la bataillc de Bon Akba ils ont pris anx Wattassides 
35 canons dc campagne cn bronze. C'cst en 1539, apres la decouvertc 
d’une nouvellc mine de cuivrc dans le massif dc Dcmsira (Haut Atlas) 
qu’itn Morisque de Madrid etabli a Marrakech a fondu la premiere cou- 
leuvrine saadienne dc 16 pieds dc longueur ainsi qu'un certain noinbre 
petits canons ( l< ). Ainsi a debute une production sur unc grande echelle. 
Apres la prise de Fez en 1550, r le sultan Mohammed ech Cheikh, utilisant 
I'artisanat local, a inaugurc dans celtc ville la fabrication des canons 4 y 
ay ant cree auparavant. au prin temps 1349 une poudrerie important. La 
poutlrorie installer; a Marrakech en 1358 produisail lb quintaux de poudre 
[>ar mois. La fonderie dc canons de Fez (ll en existait deux autres a Ta- 
roudaut et a Marrakech) etait dirigee par un xnaitre fondeur frarujais avec 
comme aides des Turcs, des renegats, des esclaves europ^ens et des artisans 
fassis Un document espagnol dc tevrier 1549 temoigne de la haute compe¬ 
tence des fondeurs marocains. II etait impossible dc transporter partout 
rartilleric a cause du relief inontagneux de la plus grande partie du terri- 
toire Alors, derriere l’armde suivaient les fondeurs de canon transportant 
a dos de betes des blocs de metal et I’outillage neecssaire {«llevan el metal 
cn peda^os y todos los demas aparejos nescesarios »), pour cooler les ca¬ 
nons sur place dans le camp militaire (»). Les Saadiens ont augments 
rartilleric jusqu’a un niveau inconnu jusqu alors au Maroc, L arm£e 6tait 
equip^e de canons dc carnpagne, de canons dc siege et de canons de iorte- 
resso dans tons les calibres alors connus. Fondant le siege de la place por- 
tugaisc de Santa Cruz du Cap de Cue (Agadir) en 154T les troupes rnaro- 


(Ifl) Mahmoc, op. cit.. t. I, p. 46.r. 

( 19 ) Ma icmol, 1. 2 , p. 21. 

(20) S.I.tf-M., <• Espagiie >i, 1. document xxxvm, p. 147 
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rain us disposal cut d’artilloric lourde (* artel ha ria muita grossa c forte »), 
dont le plus petit canon du type * espere » tirait des boulets de 13 livres ee 
qui cquivalait an calibre de 117 mm. Les plus grands canons appelOs 
Maimuna, au nombre de six, tiraient des boulets de pierre d’une circonfe- 
rence de cinq palmes et domic, soil 1,37 rn, o.'cst-k-dire que leur calibre 
6tait de 420 mm ( 21 ). Avant 1576 I’artillcrie saadienne comprcnait aussi 
des canons a dix tubes ( 22 ). Les canonniers etaient le plus souveut des 
renegats et des Turcs. Pour transporter les canons, clever des retranche- 
ments t:n terra et pour ere user des approrhes et des sapes on employait des 
Her be res appeles ibudraren ^ e'es t- fr-dire d es rnontagnards. 

En temps de guerre chaque region administrative avait le devoir d'en- 
voyer a ses frais en leur dormant la nourriture un certain nombre de res 
ibudraren (sing, ahudrar } qui non seulement faisaient tons les travaux de 
sapeur, mais servaient aussi comnie porteurs dans t'amiee, transportanl 
les vivres, les munitions et les autres bagages ( 23 ). Les canons etaient en 
principe fixes sur des affuts et tires par des chameaux, mais tres souvent 
cos ibudraren constituaiont la force de traction. Ils etaient divises dans cc 
but eu compagnies. On employait de preference pour cus travaux des 
Hcrberes Ida ou Akal de la province de Haha et Ida Oultit dc l* Anti-Atlas. 
Pendant le siege dc la place portugaisc de Mazagan en 1562 des ibudraren 
sunt arrives du Maroc entier, me me des montagnes du cote de Taza et du 
Tafilalet. Les plus qualifies par mi ccs Herbert's, peut-etre les mincurs des 
mines de cuivrc et dc fer, etaient employes pour creuser les galeries soutcr- 
raines ildcessaires pour placer des charges d’explosif sous les murs des 
forteresses asstegees. On les appelait en portugais u gast adores ». Les 
ibudraren dtaient indispensables dans 1 ’armee. C’est ainsi par cxemple 
que Mohammed cch Cheikh en pacifiant au prin temps 155b cert a in es re¬ 
gions du Haut Atlas avait t’ intention d’utiliser les manta guards vain cus 
pour les travaux do sape et le service de transport (« a gente das propias 
serras pera o trabalho e servi^o ») ( y ). A la tete dc ces detachcments clc 

(21} Chronique dn Sanla Cruz du Cup de Cue (Agadir) traduitc du portugais par 
Pierre dc CO nival, Paris, i934, pp. 89 et 90, 

(22} E. Facnan, Extraits t nedits relatifs au Maghreb. Alger, 1924, p. 40(. 

(22) Markov, op. cit., t. 2, p, 183 et p. 25 : A. dr Gavy ut. Mbsixinv*. p. 14 
(budreyros) ; Chronique. de Santa Crux, p. 97- 

(24) 5.7.77 iW , <r Portugal », V. doc. xv, p. 44. 
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snpcurs lies I'artillerie do campagne etaient places des rcnegats et des 
'lures. En 1561 au service des Cherifs sc trouvait un excellent ing6nieur 
italien renegat, specialise dans la construction et le siege des forteresses 
(« gramdc emgenheiro de guera ») ( a ). Des machines dc siege (petrechos) 
etaient construitcs en 1529 et 1541 sous la surveillance de specialist's 
turns (•“). Outre les fortifications de terve, lcs detach emeu ts de sapeurs 
composes d'ibudraren ot d’ouvriers mobilises Staient eapables dc construirc 
uga lenient des fortifications en dur. Par exeniple en septernbro-ocbibre 
1340, en mums de deux mois ftit constrnite la kasha stir la eolline appel^e 
« Pico » dominant du 250 in Agadir. Comme on le voil I’armec saadienne 
ctait a cctte cpoqne une armce moderne : confonnemcnt aux changcments 
accomplis dans Part militaire en Europe et en Turquie, on y avail forte- 
niont augmente I'iinportarice de l’infanlcrie ct dc I’artillerie. Les Saadiens 
a cc point dc vuc se reportaient a. I'excmplc lure, observant 1’equvpcincnt 
et ['organisation de l'arm&J turque en Algorio. I Is ont garde cependant les 
dfitachcmcnts dc cavalerie traditionnels on equipant des pietons avee des 
chevaox cc qui leur donnait unc grande valour pour la manoeuvre et la 
rapidite n&cssairc pour les frequentus esearmouehes et lcs expeditions de 
pacification centre les noma des. 

La presence d’un service dc saute prouve aussi quo 1 'armce marocaine 
de ccttc opoqtie etait tres moderne. En 1576 nous avmis des temoignages 
tie la presence dans le camp du sultan A 1 Motawakkil de plus dc cent chi- 
rurgiens et barbjurs munis de plus de trenle granrls recipients avee difte- 
rentes poimnades a base dc rose ct d’ox traits d'eeuf pour oindre lcs blessu- 
les, ainsi tpie du mo roe; lux de toile pour tain? tics pansemen ts. Le detache- 
munt de sante posse dait son prop re ravitaillement, un certain n ombre dc 
tontes hopitaux. Unc parfie des serviteurs du camp, probablcmcnt des 
ibudraren etaient designes pour transporter lcs blesses depuis le champ 
de batailJe ( 27 j. 

l)u point de vuc de I'organisation du camp du sultan (maha.Ha) en 
temps; de guerre 011 pendant lcs displacements dans lc pays, les Saadiens 
n'ont pas apportc du ehangements comparables aux ehangements apport£s 

(2R) ibul.. doc. xxxl p. 89. 

(26) Ibid., r, Portugiil )>, 11, 2‘ par tic, doc. exx, p. 485 . « Portugal », HI, J> « 

(27) F. Faonan. p 308 (Chi unique nnonyme dc la dynastic saadienne). 



74 


AN DKXKj n/ll.'HINSKi 


par les Mcrinidcs. C’est pour cette raison que le recit do Leon 1 ’Africaiu 
garde toute sa valcur dans la description qu’il fait d'un camp du sultan. 
Cette description a etc reprise par Marmot, ce qui prouve que Mohammed 
ech Cheikb et ses successeurs ont continue les habitudes des Wattassides 
et des Merinides certaincment transmises par I’intcrm&liaire de lanrien 
vizir Kasscm ez Zerhouni en 1549, Ce fait est continue aussi par La liste 
des commandernetits militaires saadiens rapporl&i en 1562 par Agostinho 
de Gavy de Mendonga qui ne differs pas beaucoup de la liste des caids 
donn6e dans la description du campement wattasside. Ce fait est tres im¬ 
portant parcc que la place des tentcs des differents chefs etait justement 
d6terminee dans le camp wattasside par rapport & la tente du sultan. 
L' introduction, certamoment apres 1540, dans l'armee saadienne de la 
meme hierarchie nous dorme la preuve que 1’organisation du camp etait 
semblable a relic des Wattassidcs. D’aprfes J,eon 1 ’Africaill done, le centre 
du camp, un carrti de 35 m, etait occupc par Le quartier du sultan. Ce 
quart ier etait entoure d'une ten lure en toile *— a frag —qui imitait un mur 
avec des cr£neaux decou]>es a la partie.superieure et les quatre angles 
munis de tours - borj — couronnees de toiturcs omccs de boules d’or. 
Dans cette tenture existaient quatre entrees. A l interieur de cette enceinte 
st: treuvait la tente du sultan congue do fagon qu'on puisse la demon tor 
rapidement. Autour de Yafrag , a l’exterieur, etaient dressees les tentcs des 
principaux chefs, des hauts dignitaires et des mombres do la famillc rc- 
gnantc. A lour tour cos tentes etaient entourees d une rangee dc tentcs 
tenant I’une a l’autre qui etaient colics des caids des provinces (Qaid or 
raha) qui Etaient faitos cn cuir de chevre. Elies constituaicnt commc un 
mur par lequel quatre passages etroits conduisaient vers Ics^ouvcrt tires 
pratiquecs dans le paravent dc toile Nous avons done ici une disposi¬ 
tion inspire de cdle d'un camp nomade ( douar ) dont la defense etait 
constitute par cos tentes tenant Tune a I’autre. Ce camp avait uno grande 
valeitr defensive car, cn cas d’attaque de la cavalcrie les inurs des tentes 
en cuir avec les cordages qui les entouraient et Ics piquets constitualent un 
obstacle infranchissable pour les chevaux. Mais les combattants a. pied 
dans ces tentes pouvaient efficaccment se proteger avec des tapis et des 
nattes roulecs. C’est dc cette (agon justement quo l’armee saadienne a 


(281 Jean Leon l’Africain, t. I, p. 2-40. 
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soutrrm la charge de la cavalerie wattasside an gue de Bon Aqba en 1536. 
La cavalerie arabe armec de lances s’etait approehee a pen do distance 
des tent os, el ensuite son clan a etc rompu par lc feu dcs arquebusiers. C’est 
alors seulement que la cavalerie sa ad ion ne a engage la poiirsnite des 
fiiyards. 

Commc on So voit ci-tleasus, les tonics dcs soklals devaiont elre pinches 
a une certaine distance antour dll quartier du sultan, 1'entourant d’une 
manicrc plutdt Ivtehc. La cavalerie wattasside s'est hcurtec au feu de 200 
arqucbnsiers ; e'est seulement ce noinbre que posstkiaient less Saadiens a 
ccltc epoque, cc qui indique qu’ils pouvaient seulement s’en servir pour 
p rot tiger le quartier du sultan. Sous les Wat lass ides, lc quartier du sultan 
eta it garde par dcs cunuques. Leon 1 'Afrieain parle avec mepris de cctte 
garde commc pour sa negligence, Sous les Saadiens, a I’inierieur du cerclc 
dcs terites des eaids dcs provinces stationnait encore unc garde du corps 
composes do quclqucs dizaines dc Turns on dc renegats axmes d'armes it 
feu. Ces details sont a (testes par le n'cit tic la morl de Mohammed ech 
Clieikh qui a peri a Agla gal cn 1357, assassitic par dcs Turcs sur le scuil 
dc sa propre tente pendant le desordre rnomerUalid cause par l’etablissc- 
ment du camp. Tons les Marocaius sc trouvaient a cc moment a unc 
certaine distance du quartier dll sultan. 11 so pout que l’endroit du meurtre 
ait 6tc cach6 par les parois epaisses des tentes des eaids qui entouraient 
i'afraj’. 

Nous ue parlons pas iei de la disposition dans le camp des different 
services et detachements cn dehors du quartier du sultan parce que nous 
ne savons pas si les Saadiens suivaient on cela ^organisation merinidc- 
wattasside. Mais on pout admettre que, commc chez les Wuttassides, dans 
la partie central© du camp se trouvaient l'intendance, la cuisine el lc tinel 
e’est-a-dire le refect oi re de 1'entourage du roi ct de la cavalerie lege re de sa 
garde (sous les Saadiens, dans ce tinel qui filait [dace dans une tente de 
granules dimensions, prenait certa moment ses repas la garde turque des ahi 
al rikab). Un peu plus loin mais encore dans les limites du camp, on pkupdt 
les ecuries. Sous les Wattiissides et peul-ctre sous les Saadiens cn temps dc 
paiv, le quartier du sultan etait eluignc d’une lit-ue {presque deux kilomt- 
tres) du camp des soldats. 
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K a rein cut: les Saadiens disposaient dans la bataillc kur camp en earre. 
Ccpendant ils ont utilise cette disposition en 1536 parce qu’a ce moment la 
ils so sentaient plus faibles que lours adversaires et ils out transforme lour 
camp en pole dc resistance. En tout cas, il servait aussi comme point de 
depart d’attaques, Mais le plus souvent, dans les grandcs batallies, le 
camp ctait laissc a I'arriere dos troupes, et dans re eas y demeuraient 
seulement des servi tears et, avee one petite garde, on petit harem du suLtan 
qui devenait souvent la proie du parti vainqueur sans la ntoindre resistan¬ 
ce. C’est ce qui est arrive a Bou Aqba an camp wattasside. 

En ce qui concerne la tactique appliquee par les Saadicns dans les 
batailles en rase campagne, die eta it i mi tec dc l’art de la guerre lure (« la 
hordei 1 turquesca »)f 7 L la bataillc de l’oued Dorn a cn septernbre 1345, 
comme an Khandoqer Kihan !c 2q juin 1576 011 a 1 ’oucd el Makhazin le 
4 aoiit 137S, les Saadiens ont applique la disposition de la cavalerie cn 
demi-cercle a la difference de leurs adversaires wattassides ou des Portu- 
gais qui disposaient ccs detacticments soit en ligne soit cn rectangle mas¬ 
sif n. 

Les croquis des batailles de I'oued Dema et dc 1 ’oued El Makhaziri 
illustreront de la medicare maniere la tactique des Saadiens dans ces deux 
combats. A l oued Dcrna e'est Mohammed cch Chcikh qui commandait 
et a I'oued El Makhazin, Al»d c] Malik, et apres sa mort subitc au debut 
de la bataillc, le chambdlan Kidouane cl Eulj. 

A l'otied Dcrna, les troupes wattassides se eomposaient de. cavalerie 
divis^e en cinq detachements espaecs l’un de l’autre ct dispose en ligne 
dc front, be detachement du milieu, le plus nombreux, etait sous lc com- 
mandement personnel du sultan de Fez Ahmed et Wattassi. Du cdk gau¬ 
che, sur la pen te de 1’Atlas a valent ct6 disposees des pieces d'artillerie dans 
un retranchcment ct prokgdes par un detachement dc soldats. Cette artil- 


(29) op. c-it., t. I, pp. 462-464 ; Diego ce Torres, pp. 85-86 ; Fray Juan 

Kaphsta. Cnmica de la virln y admirabiles hechos del muy alio y muy poderoso sennr 
Muley Abdel Mehch, emperador de Marruecos y rey de los reynos de Fees, Mequines 
y Sus y del vltconosnimo suiesso en la reatauracum de lodos ellos, s.L, IS77, cap, IV ; 
voir S.I.HM., « France a, t. 1, d<y, cvn, p. 603, relation dr Luis de Oxeda A Kantloq 
or Eihan ce sntit les deux a&adiena : Abd at Malik ct Mohammed at Mulawakkil qui 
s'aiJrontfcrent, mais la formation de combat en dfmi-wrde de 1‘armeu n'est attest 6 c que 
pour lo premier. 
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lerie devait frapper 3 c flanc de t’armee assaillante. Mohammed cch Cheikh 
avait divise sa cavaleric cn sept d^taohemerits disposes on demi-cercle. Au 
centre et devan t ie front du detachement com man par Mohammed, etait 
placee I'artillerie de campagne sur ses affuts. La force de traction de cette 
artilleric etait ties iboudraren , et d’antres pieces legcres etaient portees sur 
des mulcts. La corde de cette sorte dare present^ par I'armee etait formee 
par dcs arquebusiers a cheval cachant 1'artillerie. Les deux armies sont 
rest ties sur pied face a face toute la jour nee et e’est seulement, quand le 
soleil cn so couchant a commence a avengler les troupes wattassklcs quo 
le Cbfrif a donn£ l'ordrc de com mentor la bataillc. Au memo moment a 
cu lieu une charge de cavalerie wattasside. La superiorite de la tactique 
saadienne sur la inaniere tradition nolle de so battro de son ad versa ire a 
etc visible des le premier moment. Les arquebusiers montes saadi ens, apres 
avoir tire une salvo, sc sont so pa res en deux groupers qui ont aussi tot availed 
sur les deux ext re mites du demt-ecrclc pour rend re possible 1' utilisation dc 
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l'artillerie qui, ayant etc dissinmlee par ces soldats, a constiUio une grande 
surprise pour la cavalerie wattasside qui attaquait. Au meme instant est 
entree aussi en action la cavalerie saadienne qui, grace ii La disposition en 
demi-cerclc, a agi des deux c6tcs sur la cavalerie ennemie en la prenant 
en tenaille. L'artillerie situee sur le llano de 1 'Atlas a cesse d’etre utile des 
Ic moment oil Tarmac wattassidc avait parcouru la moitie de la distance 
qui la separait des troupes saadiennes, parce qu’elle aurait pu toucher se$ 
propres troupes. Retranchce et immobile, cette artillcric a ete attaquee 
separement par urt detacbement de cavalerie et des arquebusiers de Vatic 
droite saadienne An total se sont formdes deux melees, une grande encor* 
clant la cavalerie waltasside et une autour de l’artillerie wattasside reduite 
a !a defensive. 


La disposition des deux armees avant la bataillc montre quo l’annee 


wattasside, intimidee par le souvenir de la defaite 9 ans auparavant a Bou 
Akba, envisageait plutot la defensive : elle est rcstec plut6t statique et n’a 
pas developpe ses effcctifs. De surcroit son artjllcrie placee a flanc de colli- 
ne se trouvait un peu en avant de la ligne de ses propres troupes. Si Ahmed 


el Wattassi avait garde l'initiative, e’est-a-dire si 


les Saadiens s’etaient 


laiss£ prendre clans la tenaille form^e par la cavalerie et l’artillerie., Var- 


mee saadienne se sera it trouvee dans unc tres mauvaise posture, Mais le 
Cberif Mohammed cell Cheikh, des le debut, a pris ['initiative. La mise 
en application de la formation turque impliquait une action offensive, et 
la disposition des troupes avant la bataille temoigne de la main rite de sa 
conception et de, sa provision dans le deroulcment de la bataillc. Elle 
exclu a it toute improvisation. Le Cberif, commc chef supreme, n’a^as pris 
part a la bataille. II est reste a une certaine distance sur un petit mamelon, 
ce qui lui perrnettait de bien observer le deroulement des operations. Par 
contre Ahmed el Wattassi prit personnellement part k la charge, et il en 
rfisulta que Imsque la cavalerie arabe compost par la tribu Khlot ful 
saisie de panique sous les tirs de l’artillerie saadienne, le sultan ne pouvait 
plus maitriser la situation et se trouva finalemcnt prison 11 ier. 


II est aussi caract^ristique de la tactique mibtaire et de la psychologic 
de Mohammed ech Cheikh que tout en envisage ant V act ion offensive pr6- 
vue, il a tout fait pour provoquer Vattaque de Vadveraaire le premier. A 
l'oucd Derna ech Cheikh a ordonne le common cement du combat par un 
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coup de canon tire a. b la tic. Mais sa cavalerie, sans aucun doute a la suite 
d'lin accord anterieur, n'a pas commence l’attaque im media tun wit. Par 
contre, scs adversaires, les Arabes Khlots, sails discipline et donl les nerfs 
ne tenaient pas, ont commence 1’attaque en formant la main It leur chef. 
Pour erder unc tension nerve use chez son adversaire, Mohammed ech 
Choikh cst reste debout parmi scs contingents toutc la journee jusqu’au 
coucher du soleil, dans unc tres forte chaleur. I’our commencer le combat 
il a choisi 1c moment du coucher du soldi qui avcuglait ses adversaires, et 
il a provoque 1'attaque de I’ennemi en ne deconvrant pas ses propros car¬ 
tes. Et ensuite, quand 1 ’armee du sultan de Fez a forme iln ridcau devant 
sa propre arlillerie et s’cst developpee sur l’espacc separant les deux trou- 
])Cs, 1c Saadien a saisi 1’instant et utilise sa formation cn dcmi-cerdc a la 
fa«;on lurqtie pour enfernwr son adversaire dans une meld'. 

La (antique tartare de la fuite simulee u'efa.it pas clrangere a Moham¬ 
med ech Cheikh. On la volt appliqulc par example, dans la bataille deci¬ 
sive avec le rlemier ties VVattassides, l 1 emir Abou Hassoun a Aka bat Affiant 
cn 1554. Cette manoeuvre lui valut la victoire. L‘execution d’nnc telle 
manoeuvre avec un plein sue.ccs prouve une forte discipline et un long 
mtrainement fie la part de ses snklats, puree qne la fuite simulee pouvail 
devenir une fuite effective. 

A 1 'oued el Makhazin, en 1578, Abd al Malik a adopte une formation 
cn dcmi-cercle beaucoup plus compliquee, avec la participation d’un grand 
iiombrc de fantassins. A l’arriere de la demi-lune se trnuvaient les reserves 
dc cavaleric qui depassaient deja an debut de la bataille les deux pointes 
du croissant enfermant id l armee portugaise dans un grand cspacc en 
forme d 1 ellipse. L’armAe portuguise a adopts comme formation de depart 
la formation dc inarche en constituant un grand rectangle compact, ce qui 
la condamnait a unc bataille defensive, chose surprenante de la part d un 
envahisseuf. Les Portugal, cn apprenant l'approche de J’armAe marocai- 
ne, ont decide iminddiaternent de se defendre plutbt que d’attaquer. Cette 
disposition des Portugal donnait toute 1 'initiative aux Marocains. La 
bataille de boned el Makhazin, appolee dans I'histoire eilrop&nne bataille 
d'El Ksar el Kebir, s’est terminee par une dAfaitc complete des Portugal 
du (ait de la supAriorite de la tactiquc turque sur 1'art de la guerre de 
1 ’Europe de ce temps, applique par I’armAe du roi Sebastien. 
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2 Botoille de I'Oued Makhczm (4 ooOt 1 578 ) 
d'aprfis Fray Luis Nieto 


Comnie la structure dr l'armee saadicime jusqu'en 1576 cst restee en 
principe arabe, e’est-a-dire traditionnellement marocatne, 1’organisation 
du commandement a ete prise aux Wattassides surtout apres 1549 sous 
l'influence de 1 'ancicn vizir wattasside Kassem ez Zerhouni. Quand Abd 
al Malik a commence a reorganiser l'armee en augmentant beaucoup la 
proportion des fantassins formes a la fa9on des janissaires, en imposant 
aux troupes des uniformes et des appellations turques, les titres tradition- 
rtels de com man dement ont subi atissi un change men t k la fa^on turque. 
Par excmplc le renipiayant du chef d'arrnee, e'est-i-dire du vizir, appcle 
]usque la en berbere mezouar, porte a partir de 1576 lc titre turc de hahya. 
Les fonctions des offieiers superieurs de l'armee saadienne rapportees par 
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Austin ho de Gavy dp Mendon^a, en I5(>2, se recoupenl assez exactement 
avec la liste des monies dignites inilitaires rapportee par Leon LAfrican] 
chez les Wattassides C' I> ). Scion le premier auteur cite, a pres le chef de 
Larmee qui eta it cn regie generale le sultan ou l'heritjer dn tronc, celni 
qui occupait la dignity de khalifa (lieutenant) de Fez ou de premier vizir, 
venait le « capitao do campo » remplissant en me me temps la function de 
secretaire du Sultan. Tout de suite a pics dans la hierarchic militaire, sc 
trouvait le « mestre do campo i, ou quartier mattre. Tres haut dans la 
hierarchic el ait aussi place lc juge militaire * qadi al askar ». 

On ne connait inalhcurcuscnicnt que le nom italicn on fran^ais de ccs 
clignites chez Leon, de nieme quo chez Gavy de Mcndon^a nous avoas 
senlemotit la traduction cn portugais des appellations maroeaines. Hu 
to x to portugais i! rrssort que, en 1562, le secretaire dn sultan, qui eta it a 
ce moment A him d Hassan Ali ben Abou Bekr Azarinag (Lasseynao 
Buca), avait aussi la fonction dc mezouar {capitao do campo). Comme on 
le sait d’apres le. texts de Leon 1 ’Africain, le secretaire 6tait en menie temps 
surintendant de larmee, tresorier de LEtat et majordome du palais du 
sultan II commandait aussi le caid appcle par L6on * depensier » et par 
Mendon^a n comprador e veedot do campo u, e'est-a-dire intendant de 
l’armee s’occupant de la nourriture et du fourrage. Au-dessous de lui il 
y avait uji u alcayde... que fazia a salva as iguoarias *, e'est-a-dire le 
cnisinior du camp et le « rassador mor * ou grand veneur, En effet, pen- 
slant la marc he de Larmee on faisait des chasses dans les forets pour com¬ 
pleter Lordinaire, fonrni par la population dans le cadre de Limpdt appele 
.< mouna ». Probablement le ca'id respousable des munitions, des balles, 
des tentes etc., occujwit-il uric place egale dans la hierarchic militaire, a 
cello de Lintendant. 11 cst designe dans le text© portugais comine « vcedar 
tie todas as moni^oes ». A cote dc lui on parle aussi du commandant de 
l'artillerie (» capitao de artelharia a). Et il y avait encore Laide dc camp 
personnel du sultan « estribeyro rnnr » et )e porte-enaeigne (« alcayde que 
traz o guiam diante do Xarife »), Le porte-enseigne avait, en m£me 
temps, nne fonction ct uno responsibility comme chef de la cornpagnfe de 


236-237. 


(30) C3aw dk Mkndon^*, pp. 12-13 ; j--a.il L<5on 1'Alrina.iu, t. 1, UP 
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porte-enseignes d’un grade inferieur qui precedait l'armee, servant do 
guides et tra<~ant les itineraires pour les marches a travers les forets ct les 
gues des rivieres ( jl ). 

La grande bannierc du sultan saadien etait de couleur blanche (« era 
de razo bianco bordado de oro »), avec des versets du Coran hind6s avec 
du fil d’or ( 52 ). La couleur blanche de l’etendard saadien est aussi attestee 
pour la premiere fois a la bataille de l’oued Derna, en 1545. et son origine 
semble tres interessante. Les contemporains n’ont jamais prate attention 
a la raison pour laquelle les Saadiens ont ehoisi justement Cette couleur, 
bien que les chroniqueurs s'attachcnt souvent a des petits details du cos¬ 
tume ou a d'autres banalites. L’origine de cet embl6me est selon moi la 
suivante. Les fils du Cherif A 1 Qaim, Ahmed el Aarj et Mohammed ech 
Cheikh, ont servi dans lcur jcunesse a la cour et dans l“armee wattasside 
du sultan Mohammed el Bortogali, qui, sur leur demande, et pour mencr 
la guerre contre les infideles occupant le littoral, leur a donne la dignite de 
caid n in partibus » cn leur donriant coinme emblems de leur pouvoir un 
drapeau et un tambour. Avec cette dignite et ses attributs exterieurs, ils 
sont retournes vers 1513, de Fez vers le Sous. Ce drapeau, bien qu’aucune 
source ne le sign ale, devait 6tre blanc. En effet I bn Khaldoun 6crit au 
su jet dc la nomination des r.aids merinides, que le son v era in accordait a ses 
cards, ses khalifa et commandants un petit etendard cn lin blanc, un petit 
tambour lorsqu’ils partent pour la guerre (•'•’). Ce signe du pouvoir qu’ils 
ont obtenu et lc soutkn des sultans dc Fez ont ren force 1 ’auto rite des Saa- 
diens dans la societe du sud du Maroc, et plus tard ce drapeau de lin blanc 
qui servait dans l'arinee lots des combats eomme signe de reconnaissance 
et marquait I’endroit ou se trouvait le Cherif, est devenu avec le temps, 
par la force de I'usage, eo grand etendard de soie de l’Etat decor6 de bro- 
dcries d'or, 

(3t) J. Lewi l'A/ricam, t. I, p. 237 ; S.I H.M., <i France- v, t. I, p. 604 (Luis de 
Oxccla) cn 1578 Ilivan delante d'el fasfa una dor.e.na de eslandartts que por la anti- 
gue.dad, paredan de jus antepasados. 

(32) Pedro de Sai.azak, Hispania Victrix, Hisloria en la qua! se, cuentan enuchas 
guerras sveeedidas entre Cknslianos y fnfieles,. , con ias guerras aconlcadas cm la 
Berbena enter, el Xarifq y las re yes de, Marruecos Fez y Vales. Medina del Campo, 1570, 
fol. IT ; Mai<mol, t. I, p. 46 ; Nacjkt, p, 294 

(33) Ibn Khaldoum, Proligomin.es, trad, dc Mac Guckii) dc Slant, Paris, 1863 
1865, t.' 2, p. 52. 
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Depuis Abd al Malik, le parasol porte au-dossus de la tote du sou vo rain 
a pris unc plus grande importance que le drapeau com me insigne: du pou- 
voir du sultan. Ce parasol £tait porte par deux soldats rle la garde torque 
nomul&s peik ( 34 )_ I-e parasol, insigne du pouvoir, cl d'autres nombruiises 
innovations apportees par ce sultan ttircophile, etaient d’origine orientale. 
Les Alaouites ont repris dans ia deuxieme moitie du Xvir sidcle, cette 
coutume saadienne ct, jusqu’a nos jours, le parasol est un insigne du 
pouvoir royal an Maroc. Depuis Abd al Malik, on a ajoute aussi dans les 
insignes de 1’armee saadienne la queue du chcval d’origine turque (« colas 
de cavalo »)• 

Chacon des dignitaires cites plus haut possedait le titre de raid et, apres 
1578, on leur a donne le titre de pacha. A part certames functions determi- 
nees dans 1'organisation du camp, chacun etait oblige d’amcner avec soi 
en cas de guerre un detac be merit de ea valeric et, eventucllement, de fan- 
tassins. C’etaient les cards des provinces qui dtaient les chefs des difterents 
dotacliemerits de barmee. Ils avaient aussi 1'obligation de se presenter dans 
le camp du sultan a la tete de leurs ptopres troupes. En 1562, un del ache- 
ment arm£ dr; card comptait en moyenne de 800 a 2 000 cavaliers. Le 
comma ndement des troupes saa die lines au point de vne de 1'origine ethni- 
que, sous Abdallah el Ghalib comrne en general sous les Saadiens, n’offrait 
pas une repartition favorable aux Mar oca ins de naissance. A part les plus 
hautes dignites comme le mezouat, le secretaire, lc quartier maflre, Tin ten- 
riant du ravitaillemcnt et du fourrage qui etaient tenues par des Marocains 
lie naissancc, le plus souvent des parents du sultan, les autres fonctions 
d’officiers etaient occupecs par des renegats d’origine grecque, espagnole 
ou portugaise. 1-a majorite d’entre eux etait venue au Maroc probablement 
par Alger, ou ils s’etaient converts a 11 slam ce qu’indiquent leurs noms 
plutnt turcs quo marocains comme Sinan, Mostafa, Mami Jafar, ou leurs 
surnoms comme Kara Burnu. Les chefs des arquebusiers de ia garde du 
sultan qui 6tait de 3 100 soldats, etaient exclusivement des renegats. Cette 
diversity; d'origine ethnique dans la force la plus importante pour le sultan 
par sa puissance de feu et sa valeur militaire, £tait la cause de conflits 
continuels entre corps de renegats, de Morisques, de Turcs, de Berberes 


(.34j )£. Fa<;nan\ p. 351 (M, Jtnnabi). 
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et de Zouaoua. La constitution dr, detachements ethniquement et rangers 
les uns aux a litres exprimait la politique subtile des sultans qui tendait de 
cette, fa^on a tiviter des r^voltes militaires. En rffet, il cxistait toujours la 
possibility de lancer sur les rcvoltes, les autres corps qui Jcur etaient hosti¬ 
le*. Ces animosites om ete tres bien explores par Abd al Malik lors dc la 
bataille de l’oued el Makhazin en 157b. Les arqueblisiers a pied avaient etc 
disposes on formation sur trois rangs paralleles. Le premier rang ^tait for¬ 
me de Morisques d'Andalousie, le second de renegats, et le dernier dc 
Berberes Igezulen. Le sultan avail bien entendu la plus grande eonfiance 
dans les Berberes, Marocains et vraLs musulmans, qui avaient comme tfiche 
d’empeeher les renegats de rmiler. Do van t cos renegats on avail place' I os 
Morisques emigres recemment d'Andalousie apres I’echec de la re volte de 
1568-1570, en sachant qu'ils essaieraient de se vonger sur )'arm<Si portu- 
gaise ou il y avait beaucoup d'Espagnols. Comme on le voit Abd al Malik 
n’avait pas une grande eonfiance dans les renegats qui avaient leurs corn- 
pat riot es du cote oppose du champ de bataille sous le drapeau du roi de 
Portugal. Les renegats de la premiere generation ne jouissaient pas de la 
sympathic de la population musulmane qui, dans la plupart des cas, voyait 
en eux de.s gens qui cherchaient a faire carriere et pr&endait qu'ils n'a- 
vaient plus aucunc religion, ce qui correspondait en general it la verity ( 3 'j. 
Par contre les Marocains meprisaiont les Morisques en leur reproc.hant 
d'avoir tvahi 1’Islam on se laissant baptiser en 1402-1508, bien qu'au fond 
ils sotent rcstes musulmans. Aussi bien les renegats quo les Morisques et 
les Turcs qui ifetaient pas du tout population an Marne, 6taient proteges 
par le sultan qui, en ^change, trouvait en eux ses plus fidelcs soldats en 
cas dc volte de ses sujets civils ou militaires essentiellement marocains. 

En detaillant les forces militaires du Maroc au xvt" sieele, nous avons 
etudie leurs effectifs, leurs armes, ['organisation de leur camp, leur com- 
mandement et leur tactique de combat. Avant de traitor Les deux derniercs 
questions liees a 1’armee, le systemc de repartition des kashas et des gar- 
nisons et la fiotte, nous nous arreterons un moment pour pa tier de 1’entrc- 
tien de 1’armee saadienne. Quelque. 10 000 hommes des troupes regulieres 

(25) E. A llieri, is. rrlasioni (Icglt ambasciatori veneti ; sene IH, v<>3. 2, Fire rue, 
1846, p. 367, opinion d un cnvoye vcnitieii 4 Stanboul en 1502 sur les renegats : 
■< Rinnegati, die non tongono alcana suite di religioner, stimando che quesla sia iuven- 
zinne degli uomini per causa di statu ». 
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(El Makhzenyia) oaseincus a Mavrakeeli, Fez. ct Tarouclant rceevaient 
une soldo tous les quatre mois, du tresor du sultan dont le montant annuel 
eta.it de 50, Go, 100 el me me 200 a 300 dinars 

Darts cliaque formation de l'armee, la question de la soldo so presen tail 
differemment. La garde et la ca valeric du sultan avajent les plus hautes 
soldes. Les arquebus it rs ct Its ar bald triers recevaient on 1549 une soldo 
annuelle de 60 dinars. En admettant, d'aprds Mar mol, que 1 ’armdc rdgu- 
licre marocaine sous Abdallah el Glia lib, se soil composer- de it 600 soklats 
dont 6 000 eavaliers recevant on move one 250 dinars par an ct lc rostc, 
e’est-a-dire Its arquebusiers tc>uchanl 60 dinars pour la memo periode, 
nous obtenons la somme de t 836 ooc> dinars qui reprdstnlo I’ontretien an¬ 
nuel dc tous les dctachcmcnts d’El Makhzcnyia. En outre 1 'habillcvnent, 
les chcvaux ol I’anneinent ctaient foumis par les magasitis du sultan, la 
soldo servant alors aux soldats pour lour entmien personnel ct leurs autres 
besoins. Grice a la vente du sucre de can no du Sous, et grace a 1 'or du 
Soudan qui arrivait au Maroc par I'intermcdiaire du commerce ct gr&eo 
aussi au systems d’irnpots inis en place, le snltan saadien pouvait se per- 
mettro fie payer line soldo sup^rieure (« muy grandes pa gas ») a celle payee 
dans I'armee turque. De sorte qu’il y avail un grand afflux dc morcenaires 
et de tons les spoeialistes militaires aussi bieri de la Turquie que de {’Eu¬ 
rope Les troupes des eaids de provinces etaient organisers d’unc fat;on 
differente. Le sultan attribuait & ehaque caid un certain nombre de douars 
on de villages dont les habitants devaient payer une capitation annuelle 
de quatre dinars par personne pour I’entretien des troupes. Les effectifs 
de oh a quo caid etaienl determines par le sultan. Le nombre des douars 
etait proportionnel. La regie gdn< 5 ralc etait que les eaids s’enrichissaicnt 
aux depens de cette population qui lour etait attribute de telle fa^on qu’ils 
percevaient sou vent chez les pays a ns 10 011 12 dinars au lieu de 4 (‘ 7 ). Cet 


{36) Diego dc Torres, p. 226 : « EspagiH- t I, doc. xx*vm, p. 146 

{6 u. i 549) ; Mar mo 1.. of>. cit., t. 2, p. 181 ; « Portugal », Ill, doc. LXin, 

p. 221 (1539). Scion Torres un dinar eti or, Equivalent du ducat europEen, avnit 5. cette 
Epoque la valeur d« 10 rEaux espagnols cn argent. Le dinar margcaiu Etait divisE jus- 
quVn 1561 en 14 dirhems en argent, apris cette date, en 21 dirhems. La. valeur de la 
solde nous indique le pouvoir d’achat cn 1549 : nota.mm.ent 100 livres de blE cofttiliont 
2 rlinars, et d’nrue, la inoitiE ile cette somme. L T n mouton 2/3 de dinar, un poulet 1/14 
<le dinar, 

(37) Hiernninio oi. Minhoni,a : Jornuda <(e Africa, « Lisboa «, 1607, livrn U, 
cap. XV, p. 128 verso {1579). 



86 


ANDK/.EJ I.JZlUSIIS'SKl 


irnpot eta it percu an litre do la naiha c’est-a-dire impot fonder et capita¬ 
tion reunis. Et comme on le voit par cet exemple une grande partie n'en 
arrivait pas au tr£sor du sultan mais dtait utilisee dans le lieu de recouvre- 
ment a dcs usages militaires. Les caids payaient leurs troupes soit chaque 
mois, soit par trimestre. La soldo des contingents des provinces etait do 
loin infdrictire a cede de I’armee du sultan. Elle s'elcvait, sous Abdallah 
el Ghalih de 25 a 30 dinars par an ( ,s ). Les caids, a l’exemple du sultan, 
equipaient leurs detachements en habi He merit, chevaux et arm omen t. En 
cas de guerre, les caids recevaicnt la soldo du sultan, mais en temps de 
paix, uniquement de riches vetements. La guerre, d’ailleurs, no durait ja¬ 
mais plus de quatre mois, ce qui etait lie non seulement aux saisons, mais 
aussi aux prdeeptes l'eligieux qui ordonnaient d’arreter les operations mi¬ 
litaires pendant le mois sacre de moharram, premier mois de I’ann^o mu- 
sulmane. Et comme le calendrier islatnique est lunaire, cette date variait 
par rapport aux saisons. Pendant le grand jeune de Ramadan egalcrncnt 
on suspendait les armes et toute action militaire. Dans la guerre entre le 
Maroc el P Algeria, on appliquait strictement• les preeeptes coraniqucs. 
Dans le cas de guerre avee les Portugal occupant des forteresses sur le 
littoral, les Saadiens eoimne parti le plus fort, imposaient onx-memos 
I'epoque des operations militaires. 

Pendant les campagnes militaires le sultan no se souciait pas de la 
nourriture de son armce, car chaque soldat comme chaque « aboudrar » 
porta it son prop re ravi tail lenient, et en outre, pendant la marche r.haque 
douar rencontre fournissait la mourn t Le systeme d 'Iqta qui consti- 
tuait la base de l’entretien des caids et do lours troupes, et qui dat^jt des 
Morin ides et des Wattassides, etait applique par les Saadiens dans toute 
son amplcur. C'est un systeme tres ancien dont les origines se trouvenl 
chez les premiers Abhassides (vjit ,, -rx'' sixties). 

Les chateaux (Aasha), sieges dcs caids, appartenaient au sultan, car 
en dehors des periodes d’anarchic ou les anciens gouverneurs du sultan 
s’appropriaient des biens do TEtat, il n’existait pas au Maroc une aristo¬ 
crat ie torrienne. Jamais, les caids no restaient dans une kasba plus do 

(.IS) Marmol, op. cit„ t. 2 , p. ISO. 

(39) i i./Z At., « Portugal », V, doc. xxxi. p. 89 (1561 tt docuttii'iils cit<*s plus 
ha.ut). 
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quelques anneess, en raison ties abus cominis ; ils ii'etaienl que deplae^s 
s'ils avaient des relations a la cour ; le plus souvent ils iaisaient un sejour 
on prison perdant, par confiscation, toute la fortune amassce. On mutait 
souvent les raids pour les empeeher de sc creer dcs relations durables aver 
les cheikhs des tribus hostiles a 1 'autorite du sultan. Ainsi les garnisons 
[uiala) etaient mutccs clans ehaque kasha environ Ions les six mois (*°). Le 
but eta.it d’empeeher le cai'd de devenir familier avec ses soldats, ce qui 
pouvait etre egalement dangcreux. Chaque ca'id dc province avail a. sa 
disposition one partie des soldats reerut^s dans ses tribus, mais dans la 
kasba sojourn ait tou jours une certaine quantite de troupes * Makhzcnyia » 
demeurant sous le connnandcment direct du sultan, bar exeinplc depuis 
1 ’annexion de l'emirat de Debdou dans le Maroc oriental en 1563 (jusque 
la vassal), Abdallah el (lhalib y a etabli un ca'id avee quelques troupes. 
La petite armee qui existait S. Debdou passa sous les ordres du card. Pour 
eontioler les agissements de ce gouverneur, tous les trois inois le sultan 
dctachait 50 arquebusiei's dc sa garde qui faisaient tonetion d’une sorte de 
gendarmerie militairc dans cctte kasba (*'), Les .soldats de la garde etaient 
mieux payes, done thcnriqueincnl, plus lideles. Les conditions qui r6- 
gnaient dans les garnisons re detent celles du leste de I’armce, Li aussi 
la garde, mieux payee c:t cquipee de bonnes armcs, rcmplissait des fonc- 
tions dc police dans l’arinee ct en caserne servait dans le memo sens centre 
la population civile. 

Los Saadiens, surtout Mohammed ech Choikh mais ses successeurs 
egalement, edi fie rent aux con fins du royanme toute une serie dc nouvelles 
kasbas oil garni rent de troupes des fortresses mcrinides au pou voir de 
chefs do tribus ( J2 ), Y compris les kasbas de I’intericur, lour noinbre d'apres 
Marmol et Mustapha Djennahi, s’clevait i environ 30. Les fortifications 
etaient en general simples : des murs de ter re battue additionnee de pierres 
et renforece de tours carrees en tou rant un ospace vide oil la garnison 
clressail des ten ten. Les portes tlanqu6es de deux tours avaient souvent un 

(40) H. he CasikiKs. (Jpg description du Maroc sour le rigne de Mouluy Ahmed 
el Mansour (1596), Paris, 1909, p. 19 <r muda. el if.y esta gente de scis em seis meses e 
ra mais c (‘in menos tempo » ; Marmol. op. cit.. t. 2, p 299. 

<4|) Makmoj-, op. cit., t. 2. p. 299, 

(42) Idum.. t. 3, pp. 16 et 17 et t. 2, p. 251, SJ.fl.M . ■< Portugal », V, doc. xxr, 
p. 58 ; Fray Jims Baptista. cap. IV. 
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couloir brise a angle droil une, deux on meme trois fois a !a maniere 
almohado-merinide. Ceci obligeait I’assaillant a. dccouvrir son Plane droil 
non protege par le bouclier et rendait impossible 1’attaque par la cavalerie. 
Pour la premiere fois ks Saadiens out utilise des bastions pour I'artillerie, 
par cxcmpic a Fez, nommes bastioun on borj. 

Dans lc nord du Maroc les garnisons les plus imporlantes etaienl ;i Fez, 
Taza, Debdou et Meknes, La cote atlantiquo et le littoral mediterraneen 
avaienl. des garnisons etabiics dans les localites suivantes : Agadir, Ta¬ 
te tna, Safi, Azemmour, Sale, Larache, Arzila, El Ksar el Kebir, Tetouan, 
Targa, Badis, et le presidio espagnol de Mel ill a etait entoure des kashas 
saadiennes dc Jangarane, Tazouta ct Amedjao. Fez, avec trois kashas, 
avail la plus grande importance dans le Nord. Pendant lc sejour d’Abdal- 
lah el Ghalib, stationnaient habituellement a Fez Jdid i 500 cavaliers et 
2 000 arquebusiers a pied, et en meme temps, il v avait une reserve d'ar- 
tillcrie et dc munitions de toute sorte destinde aux autres forts. A Fez el 
Bali, villc artisanale ct commcrcialc, difference dc Fez Jdid, administrative 
et rnilitairo, stationnaient 1 200 cavaliers dans la kasha de Taindcrt batie 
cn 1549, ct l’amel (gouverneur) rdsidant dans la kasha post-almoravide 
dc Bou Jeloud disposait de 300 chevaux. Lorsqu'Abdallah a transtcrc sa 
residence a Marrakech pendant la deuxieinc moitie do son regno, une 
grande par tie de la garnison a quitte la villc. avec lui ( J, }_ C.’est par pelir des 
Turcs d'Algcr qu'on entretenait a Fez une forte garnison ; elk avait aussi 
une influence apaisante sur ks bourgeois qui manifestaient toujours des 
sentiments antisaadiens, car e'est aux Merinides que Fez devait sa pros¬ 
perity. * 

Les Saadiens attachaknt la plus grande importance aux provinces du 
Sud. C’etait le berceau traditionnel de tous les pretendants au pouvoir et 
les Saadiens n'oubliaicnt pas leur origine. C’est pourquui les oasis du sud 
de 1 ’Atlas et du Sahara out eu les garnisons les plus fortes. Une chaine de 
kashas s'etendait de L’Ocean jusqu’a la fronticrc algericnne, passant par 
Tagawost (aujourd’hui Ksabi), Akka ou Chaib, Tissint, Beni Sbih, Ta- 
zarine (Ksiba Ignawan ?), le Tafilakt, Oum el Afen. Garcilwin et Taourirt. 
Son but immediat etait de defendre la population sedentaire des nomades 


(43) Marmot., op. cit.. 1. 2, pp. 172 ct 179-1»0- 
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it tabes des trill us Maqil id dans la region du Draa dt;s Awlad Selirn, C'est 
la vallcc du Draa qui avait les garrisons les plus fortes. Depuis Abdallah 
el Ghalih elle etait divisee en deux lieutenancies desqtielles dependaient 
admin istrativernent les aulres kashas, I .a premiere com pic nail le territoirc 
de l'ancien dmirat de Tenueues (Tin Wawaz, Ait Wauzgit) appele depuis 
hi premiere moitie du xvi” siecle Timezgit ou Mczgita, avec son chef-lieu 
a Tamnugalt pres de Agdz. La deuxieme lieutenancy dent le siege etait a 
Tinzulin (kasha cl Maghzen), eomprenait : Tinzulin, Ternata, Fczwata, 
El Ktawa ct El Mhamid. A paTt les sieges dcs deux lieutenancies, il y avait 
dans la vallot du Draa huit autres forts, le long de la riviere du Nord au 
Sud : Abernus, Atra, Awlad es Sultan, Taragal (Taghrclil, Taghdlin ?), 
Tanagamt. Tagtnadart (Amzru ?), Beni Semgin et Beni Sbih ( 44 ). 

La ganiisoti la plus forte, 400 cavaliers, 500 arquebusiers, sc trouvait a 
la kasha de Taragal, dans le district du Ternata, car on y refondait 1 ’or 
du Soudan importe de ia locality de Teghaza au Sahara. L'or fondu ct 
eslampille etait transports sous forte eseorte de Taragal a Marrakech. Se- 
conde numeriquement, 200 cavaliers et 500 arquebusiers, la kasba de Beni 
Seitigin (Talcktawut) dans le Ktawa, avait line plus grande importance 
slrategique. Cette kasha etait la plus rapprochee de la gorge rocheuse dll 
Draa ereusee par le tleuve dans la paroi du Jbcl Bani, et separaut les 
districts du Fezwata et du Ktawa. C’dtait une porte d* entree vers le cours 
superieur du Draa et son etroitesse ) unite e a la largeur du lit pennettait le 
contrdle de tons les voyageurs. La kasha de Beni Scmgin ddfondait la 
vallde dcs incursions des nomades. On l’a rent credo sans doute apres une 
agression tie Touaregs sur le ksar de Beni Sbih, dans la rneriie rdgjon, sous 
!e regne de Mohammed cch Cheikh. Les Saadiens ont domind sans partage 
la vallde du Draa pendant la peri ode de leur puissance, cc que n’avaient 
pas reussi les souverains du XIV siecle ni nc sc produira par la suite jus- 
qu'au xx 1 siecle Memo le puissant Alaouite Monlay Ismail dtait obligd, eii 
1724, d'envoyer encore des expeditions de pacification pour maintenir 
cette province dans 1 ’obdissariee. Rien de tel chez les Saadiens jusqu en 
1610. On doit rechercher le secret de cette situation dans la rupture causee 

(44} Idem., t 3, pp. It -17, Comparer av«* la. description <ia Draa chez Ch. ok 
Foucatu.d. Reconnaissance au Mawc 1863-188*. Paris. 188B, et ausai G. Spilt^ann, 
Districts et tnbus Je la Haute Vallee rIn Draa. Villes et Tnbus du Maroc. t. IX, Pans, 
m.M, passim 
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l»a.r I'introduction des arines a feu au xvT siecle precisement, Les arrows 
me tin ides et plus lard wattassides se basaient surtout sur la cavalerie 
munie d'arines blanches, et les derniers Merit)ides ne regnaient plus a 
Marrakech. Sous les Merinides mimme sous les Saadiens ta population etait 
armee, coinmo dans l’Antiqnite et au Moyen Age, darmes blanches. A la 
tin du XV L ‘ et au debut du xvi" siecles L£on l’Africain signale chez les habi¬ 
tants du Marne sporadiquement des arquebuses et des I us i Is. Mar mol sou- 
ligne avec insistance dans plusieurs endroits de son ouvrage, que l’arme a 
feu a commence a se repandre chez les Kerberos, mais au temps des Cherifs 
elle etait plutot rare, L'arrnee saadienne, abondamment equipee d’arque¬ 
buses et d'artillerie, colisliluait line force avec laquelle la population 
arm Sc de sabres et de lances n’etait pas capable, dc lutter. Les Saadiens 
surveillaient 1'importation des armes d'Europe et leur fabrication dans les 
arsenaux du sultan pour qu’clles ne soient pas vendues aux sujets. La 
superiorite {‘crasante qu'a conferee 1’arme a feu au sultan par rapport a 
la population civile, peut se comparer a la.superiorite que possedaient les 
Marocains sur les Noil's en 1591 lorsqu’its ont conquis l’Elal nigerien du 
Songhai. Depuis la fin du xvi" si ode, par la torce des choses, les armes a 
feu se sont repandues considerablcment, et au si£cle suivant, dies etaient 
d’un usage general aussi bien chez les Bcrberes que chez les Arabes. Dans 
cette situation, au xvn° si idle, ni la dynastic saadienne, dechiree par les 
lutfes fratricides, ni la nou voile dynastic alaouite, n’avaicnt dans 1’armc- 
ment, cxccptf- dans rartillcrie, one superiorite cssenlielle sur leurs sujets. 
Pendant les 55 ans de sou r&gno, Moulay Ismail avail su encore t’aire obeir 
tootes les provinces a la suite d'une implacable repression de*, rebellions, 
et grace a de tres nombreuses kasbas edifices dans les provinces soumises. 
Mais a pres sa mort, le pays est tombi 5 dc nouveau dans le fractionneinent. 

Pour terminer nos considerations sur l’armee marocaine au xvr sjeele, 
il faut coiLsacrcr quelques mots a la flutte saadienne dont les debuts se 
sitnent en I’annee 1549. Bien que cette fiotte n’ait pas joue un grand role 
dans les guerres, ellc a apportg des avantages materiels au sultan par les 
raids de corsaires effect lies sur les cotes d’Andalousie et d 'Algarve, Son 
existence cl son constant ronforcement constituaient un moyen de pression 
sur les Etats ibdriques parce qu’on s’y souvenait encore du role qu’avait 
jou£ la flotte sous les A1 in ora v ides, Almohadcs et Mdinides dans le Ira ns- 
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port des trouper marocaincs t:n Espagne. La reconstitution <li's la fiottc de 
guerre marocaine est egalement digne d'attention du fait que c’£tait la 
premiere tentative dans ce sens depuis deux siecles. Le dernier sultan 
marocain a posseder une fiottc avail ( les Saadtens, eta it le mcrinide Aboul 
Hassan All (1331-1349). Les Wattassides ne s’interessaient pas i la mcr 
parce qu'ils n’en avaiont pas les tnoyens, et etaient d'uilleurs trop preoc- 
eupes par 1 ’unification du Maroc et, plus tard, par la lutte eontre les Saa- 
diens. Mais a Tetonan depuis 1487, et a Badis, exislaient des nids de cor- 
saires agissant pour lour propre compte, sans le patronage dc i'Etat. Depuis 
1523, le port allanliquu de Earache, a 1 'embouchure de 1 ’oued Loukkos, 
est souvent unc escale pour les corsaires turcs d’Alger qui 6tablissaient 
dans ce port lour quartier d'hiver ( 4,i ). Au xv‘ et au debut du xvr sieclos, 
les Portugais sft son! empares dc la plupart ties ports a ['embouchure des 
fieuves marocains ou dans des baies, ce qui rendait difficile au Maroc de 
constituer sa propre fiottc par suite du manque de ports favorahles. La 
perte de Ceuta oil 1413, et eelte de Tanger en 1471 ont et6 determinantes, 
mais surtout t elle du premier de ces deux ports. Ar/.ila et Ksar Sghir rccu- 
pcrcs en 1350 disposaient de tres mauvais ports, et autour d'Agadir, de 
Safi et d'Azemmour repris aux Portugais en 1541 )1 manquait de forets 
pour la construction de bateaux, de plus, ces ports Etaient tres exposes a 
la houle oceanique el u'offraienl aucun abri en hiver. Des le milieu du 
xvr Siecle, Sale a 1 'em houchure du Bon Regreg, Larachc, Tetonan, Badis 
avaient une fount ion importante de ports de guerre. 

En dehors d'un petit nombre de petites unites appartenant aux capi¬ 
ta ines privtls (raj's) de Tetouan et Badis, Mohammed eeh Cheikh a entre- 
j>ris la construction de la fiottc saadionnc par la base. Un chantier naval 
se trouvait a Badis (actuclLenient pres de Kala Iris ou Torres de Alcala) 
dans le Rif, a proximitd de forets de ehenes, dc cedres et de pins. Et if y 
en avait egalement un a Sale. En 1549-5°* sur 1 ’ordre du Cherif, 500 bu- 
cherons ahaltaient des arbres autour de Badis et on transportait le bois par 
voie de terre jusqu'a Sate pour y construire quatre grandes galiotes de 20 
a 22 bancs. Vu 1 ‘impossibility dc passer par le ddlroit de Gibraltar a cause 

(45) Bernardo RoiutiGOfis : Anais de Arziia Ctunica inttdiia do scchIo xvi pat 
ii Rodrigues pubheada pot ordcrri da Academia des Sciencias de Lisboa e sob a 
dir/tcfav de Duvid Lopez. Lisboa » 1915-1920. t. I, pp- 440 et 496, t. 2. p 209. 
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des patrouiiles navales portugaises et ospagnols, ce transport sur one dis¬ 
tance de plus dc 300 km en terrain montagneux etait tres couteux f^ 6 ). 
Quatre galiotes semblables ont ete construites la merne annee a Badis, 
equipt-e de gateriens europeens (et) sous le com man dement de Turcs, L'es- 
cadre composes de hu it de ces unites, avec deux brigantins et 111)e fuste 
aucree depuis 1549 a l^irachc, constituait le noyau de la llotte saadienne. 
Nous possddons un document de 1556 sur la construction dans le chantier 
de Sal£ de deux ant res gr a tides fustes ( 47 ). 

Le sultati Mohammed ech Cheikb a comment'd avec entrain la creation 
de sa flotte, Immddiatement aprds la prise de Fez, il a adressd une lettre a 
Bou Hassoun, emir de Badis, lui garantissant la liberte et la jouissance de 
ses biens si le Wattasside constntait a collaborer avec lui a la constitution 
d'une flotte. 11 a propose £ Bou Hassoun la construction dans le chantier 
de Badis d“une centaine de galcres et d’autant de bateaux plats dc trans¬ 
port de troupes (lafureas). Mais t’emir n'avait pas confiance dans le 
CWrif et, on reponsc a cctte proposition’ il s’enfuit le 17 avril 1549 dans la 
forteresse espagnolc de Melilla ( <a ). Ce plan grandiose de construction d'une 
flotte de guerre pouvait avoir seulenient deux buts : on le Chdrif avait 
effectivement 1 ’intention de debarquer cn Andalousie ou les crypto-mu - 
sulrnans etaient nombreux [>armi les Morisques -- du moins dc tellcs 
rumours circulaient chez les Espagnols — ou il avait l’intcntion de s’cm- 
purer, grace a sa flotte, des trois forteresses port 11 guises sur la cote maro- 
caine. Ces places resistaient surtout parce qu’en cas de siege, ellcs pou- 
vaient etre ravitaillees et etre secourues par voie maritime. La guerre 
algero-marocaine en 1331, et la menace turque qui a pc& sur le Maroc 
ensuite, ont limite ce plan audacieux, car le Maroc fut oblige de rechercher 
bienlot 1 'alliance espagnole contre la Turquie. Dans les annees 1549-50, 

{46J S LU M, : « Portugal ». IV, doc. cvm, pp. 4(31-402 ; t. lispagne », I, doc. 
CXUT, p. 416, La galiottf est une petite galore, mais dans les sources espagnoles, 
idle donne 1‘impression d'une grande galfere de 18 k 22 bancs de ram furs, car les 
galcres et galeasses mcdilorraneeniies du xvi* et xvn» snides possedaient en moyejine 
25 bancs. Elle, attrignait la longueur de 52 m et la largcur de 6.40 m pour la cuque. 
Chaqtu- rami: de 12 m de long Wait actinnnee par 5 rameuis, L'fiquipagc d'une galore 
de 25 bancs (i tribord il y avait 26 bancs) s'clevait i 427 galdriens. 

(47) S./.I/ M. : « Espagne 1, doc. xerx, pp 167-168 ; « Portugal ». V, doc. xv, 
p, 45 La luste est une espt'Ce de gale re avec en inoyennc 15 bancs de rumours. Le 
brigantin, plus petit, etait A rames aussi bien qu'i voiles, 

(48) Idem., « Kspagne », I, doc. lxxvi, p. 245 et doc lxxjii, p. 234. 



T.WKMfii; l'.T LA I'LOTTIC PE OrivRKl! MAltUC'AIMJS 


93 


le^ perspectives de renforcement de la flotte sc presenlaicnt encore dc fa^on 
favorable, et la treve de 5 ans du 19 juin 1547 conclue entre la Sublime 
Porte et la Hongrie, comprcnant l'Empereur, le Pape, la France et Venise, 
etait favorable an Cberif parce que beaucoup de niarins et soldats ture.s 
priv6$ d’cmploi par l’armistice se rendirent an Maroc pour servir, attires 
par la solde clevee. Pendant la premiere annee de treve 1 000 Turcs, en 
majorite marins et capi taines dc gale res, sont passes an service du Cho¬ 
rd H. 

Sous Abdallah d Ghalib, la Hotte de guerre comptait environ unc 
trentaine de (ustes et de galores ct, depuis le debut du soulevement des 
Morisqucs dans les montagues dc Grenade cn 1568, In sultan accelerait la 
construction d'autres unitds dont lc total est arrive au chiffre dc 40. En 
lous cas la flotte marocaine en 1577 sous Abd al Malik com[)tait 40 unites. 
Bicn que ce sultan dans sa jcuncsse, ait servi dans la marine turque ct soit 
reste fortement impress ionne par la puissance navale turque, il n’a pas eu 
le temps de reconstruire sa flotte ( JU ). Le nombre d'unites atteint par la 
Hotte marocaine 6ta.it comparable a la flotte d'Alger qui sous les beylerbeys 
comptait cn general dc 30 a 40 galores ( 31 ), mais elle u'^tait pas de la memo 
qualite ni de la memo force a cause du manque de tradition navalo chez 
les Marocains. 

La formation par les Saadiens d'unc Hotte de guerre prouvait que les 
sultans de la nouvelle dynastic se rendaient bicn compte que scule unc 
flotte leur donnerait unc position tres forte dans cettc partie de 1 'Afriquc 
1 4 dc la M^di terra nee et qu'cllc ne pouvait Otre assume quo par une sortie 
on force dans les eaux critourant le Maghreb el Aq$a, L’abandon par le 
Portugal cn 1550 de trois places fortes sur lc littoral marocain, Arzila, El 
Ksar es Seghir ct lc Seinal, temoignait du nouveau rapport dc forces eree 
sur mer par la flotte marocaine. 


(49) Idem., « Portugal > 1 , IV, doc. lxxxv, p 293 ; « Espagnc >,I, Uoc. xi-, p. 15.3 
et doc. i.xv, p 217. 

(50) E. Fagnan, op. cit., pp. 347 et 350 (Djennabi) «t p. 407 (Chroniquc Anonyme). 
(51} H D, de Gr ammos r, ffisloire d’Alger sous la domination turque, Paris. 1M7. 

p. 49. 
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Nous ne savons rien sous le regne du sultan Ahmed el Mansour en ce 
qui concerne la flotte maroeaine, pendant les 20 dcrniercs annees du XV f 
siecle. Probablemcnt El Mansour a-t-il neglige non seulemont l’accroisso 
inent de la flotte mais meme sa conservation. Com me il 1 ‘avait dit lui 
me me devant son conscil en 1591 : * Le chemin de I’Andalousie nous est 
ferme depiiis la conquete lolalc qui a ete faite de ce pays par nos ennemis, 
Ics infidelcs, et nous n’avons plus de guerre avec TJemren, ni aver le reste 
de 1 ’Algerie depuis que les Turcs se sont empares de ces territoires. » (“). 
St: resignant au statu quo politique dans la region mediterraneenne, il 
orienta sa politique d'expansion dans la direction du Sahara. En conque- 
rant en 1582 les oasis du Tigurarin et du Toat et, en 1591, le Soudan, il a 
renonce atix aspirations maritimes. 

E11 tous cas a partir dn xvn” siecle la llotte marocainc n’existe plus. La 
flotte marchandc n’a jamais exists. Et comme la flotte do guerre n'a jamais 
participe a aucunc hataille elle a probablement pourri dans les arsenaux 
ou apres etre passes entre les mains rlc*corsaircs s’est disperse? dans les 
pons alge liens. En 1616 a Sale un des principaux arsenaux mari times du 
Maroc saadien, il n’y a van pas une seule galere. Cost seulernerit a partir 
de I’an nee suivante que les Morisqucs ex pulses d’Espagne entre 1609 et 
1614, ct qui se sont etablis a Sale et a Rabat, out cree la une forte base 
de corsaires marocains. Dans les annees 1630-40, la flotte de cette « repu- 
blique de Sale » coinptait on moyenne (rente unites do guerre et leur rayon 
d’action oc6anique peut etre delimite entre Terre Neuvc et lTrlatide au 
Nord et les lies Canaries au Slid. L’histoire de cette flotte n’a plus rien de 
commun avec i’Etat saadien qui commer^ait a se d£compd$er. Sale etait 
en fait independante. 


Andrzej Dziubjmski 

(Vnrsi >vit') 


(52) El Oufrani. op. cit., p. 161. 



